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INTRODUCTION
HISTORY
The Gelbvieh (pronounced Gelpfee) breed is one of the oldest German cattle breeds, first found 
mainly in three Franconian districts of Bavaria. Starting in 1850, systematic breeding work began 
in stud herds. By pure breeding, the “red yellow Franconian cattle” were developed from several 
local strains, including Celtic German Landrace and Heli Brown Landrace cattle. These local strains 
have been further improved with intensive breeding work since 1870.This solid colored breed of red 
yellow cattle enjoyed great popularity as milk, draft and slaughter cattle. In the 1960s, Red Danish 
cattle were introduced to the herd book to improve milk production. Leness Hall, then director of 
International Marketing for Carnation Genetics, first saw Gelbvieh cattle in 1969. He worked towards 
importing Gelbvieh semen into the United States and was able to get 43,000 units imported into the 
States in 1971. Gelbvieh cattle came to Canada in 1972.

Gelbvieh cattle offer a unique production package. Gelbvieh are one of the few breeds combining 
maternal traits with performance and carcass merit. Gelbvieh calves are widely recognized for 
excellence in growth, muscling and marketability, while Gelbvieh females are known for milking ability, 
fertility and quiet temperament.

CANADIAN GELBVIEH ASSOCIATION
The CGA is a not for profit association incorporated in 1972 under the Animal Pedigree Act and 
represents members from across Canada for the purpose of registering and recording the pedigrees 
of Gelbvieh and Gelbvieh influenced cattle and promoting the breed across Canada. The affairs of the 
Association are directed by seven board members from across Canada, who are elected by ballot at 
the Annual General Meeting.

The Canadian Gelbvieh Association (CGA) is committed to providing value of membership to the 
stakeholders within the Association. This value is in the form of providing members with opportunities 
to access and participate in the latest technologies and industry programs. These opportunities will 
serve to collect quality data and drive growth of Gelbvieh and Gelbvieh influenced cattle in the beef 
industry.

• Vision: To market Gelbvieh as a leader in performance and production in Canada

• Mission Statement: The CGA is committed to promoting Gelbvieh and Gelbvieh
influenced cattle through performance and production data by marketing the profitability
of the breed.

GELBVIEH PROMOTION
The CGA has launched a number of promotional initiatives to move toward achieving our mission and 
vision.
1. The CGA website Gelbvieh.ca - includes the following information: member directory of all current
members; educational information for members and those interested in Gelbvieh and Gelbvieh
influenced cattle; advertising possibilities for members; marketing material such as a semen and
embryo listing, sale catalogues, and events list.
2. The Gelbvieh Guide -  is provided to all members as part of their membership fee. The magazine
provides industry relevant information, association news, data and info on upcoming shows, as well
as the opportunity for members to advertise their programs.
3. Highway trailers - the CGA currently has 4 highway trailer ads to promote Gelbvieh in AB and SK
4. CCIA tags - Gelbvieh branded CCIA tags to visually market Gelbvieh or Gelbvieh influenced cattle.



MEMBERSHIP
With A CGA Membership:
• A member automatically becomes a member of their respective provincial association
• A member can vote or submit amendments to the bylaws provided they are a member in good

standing, a Canadian citizen, and over 18 years old
• A member can run as a CGA director provided they are a member in good standing, an owner

of a registered Gelbvieh or Gelbvieh influenced female, have registered animals in the current or
preceding year

Purebred breeders are governed under not only the CGA bylaws but also the Animal Pedigree Act. A 
copy of the CGA bylaws is available on the CGA website under Membership, Member Handbook.

Whole Herd Reporting 
The CGA provides it's members with the registration of purebred Gelbvieh and Gelbvieh influenced 
cattle on a whole herd reporting basis. By reporting your whole herd it makes your elite calves stand 
out. You will always create a top and bottom half of your calf crop. If you only report the replacements 
then some of your top calves will appear to be your bottom half. This system allows every animal in 
the database to evaluated on performance traits. This is mandatory for all CGA members. The cost 
is based upon the number of active breeding females in a given herd. You do not pay on bulls or 
replacement heifer calves. The herd assessment (HAS) fee is $35 per cow per year. This fee includes 
the registration of her calf, the recording of any performance data, EPD evaluations reported on every 
animal in the herd, and any transfers of ownership. It is important to report all of the calves in your 
herd and their data, not just replacement animals. All work and data reporting can be done online 
through the registry system Digital Beef. If a given member would prefer to have the office do the 
reporting then extra fees may apply. If you have more than 30 cows the HAS fees can be paid in two 
payments, the first half in March and the second half in July. If you have 30 cows or less your HAS 
will be billed as one invoice in March. If you do not complete your herd assessment on time, there is a 
late fee penalty of $25 per cow in addition to the $35 HAS fee. 

Canadian Junior Gelbvieh Association Members
This membership is open to those individuals who have not yet reached the age of 21 as of January 
1st. Junior members  are bound by the CGA bylaws, rules, and regulations. Junior members are 
granted full voting privileges as of their 18th birthday, but cannot hold office until they are active 
members of the Canadian Gelbvieh Association.
• Junior Scholarship - all eligible juniors are encouraged to apply for the annual $500 scholarship.

The application form can be found on the CGA wesbite. The deadline to apply is July 15th of the
calendar year.

• Junior High Point Program - Two $500 gift certificates are awarded annually. One for Open Junior
and one for 4-H members showing Gelbvieh or Gelbvieh influenced cattle. The point  form can be
found on the CGA website. These gift certificates go toward the purchase of a Gelbvieh animal at
one of the approved Gelbvieh sales. The deadline for application is October 15th of every year.

- GAA/BC Wish List Sale
- Man-Sask Agribition Gelbvieh Sale
- Man-Sask Prairie Gelbvieh Alliance Sale

• Junior Incentive Program - Two - $1000 sale credits to the GAA/BC Wish List sale are given away
to Junior members. What you have to do:

- Take a photo of themselves showing their Gelbvieh or Gelbvieh influenced project at
any junior or 4-H show they attend in Canada. For more information go to the CGA
website.



MEMBERSHIP
Dam of Merit and Dam of Distinction Awards
Each year the Canadian Gelbvieh Association recognizes those Gelbvieh females that have proven 
to have longevity and productivity. Maternal  efficiency  is  a  key  economical  trait  for profitability in 
the beef industry and cows that calve as two-year-olds and have a healthy calf every year for ten to 
twelve years, have a greater lifetime efficiency than cows that must be culled at a younger age. Below 
are the requirements:

- All data on cows and calves must be submitted by August 31st of the given year to be
considered

- A Dam of Merit must have produced at least 3 calves and a Dam of Distinction must have
produced a minimum of 8 calves

- Age at first calving must not exceed 25 months
- Possess a minimum average weaning weight ratio of 101 for all calves
- Maintained a regular calving interval. Average calving interval must not exceed the value
calculated by the following formula
(# of calving intervals x 365 days) + 30 days) / # of caling intervals
- OR-

   the female had her third calf before her fourth birthday and maintained a 365 day calving 
  interval thereafter.

The top 20 members ranked in terms of the number of dams of merit and distinction owned is 
published in the Fall Gelbvieh Guide annually. 

CGA Hall of Fame Award
The Canadian Gelbvieh Association Hall of Fame was created to recognize contributions made by 
breeders and supporters of Gelbvieh cattle who made significant impacts to the breed in Canada.  
Nominees for Inductees into the Canadian Gelbvieh Association Hall of Fame can be made and 
presented to the Canadian Gelbvieh Association Board of Directors. Inductees are entered into 
the Hall of Fame at the discretion of the CGA Board of Directors, typically one inductee per year. 
Inductees are selected based on their contributions and commitment to the Gelbvieh breed in 
Canada. Current CGA members, past CGA members, CGA employees and individuals or businesses 
that provide services to members qualify for consideration for this prestigious award.

CGA Photo Contest
First prize in each photo category wins a free 1/4 page ad in the Summer issue of the Gelbvieh 
Guide. The categories are cow/calf, scenic or artistic, bull(s), herd, and Gelbvieh CCIA tags.
1. Email each photograph entered to gelbveih@gelbvieh.ca
2. All entries must be emailed on or before December 1st of the calendar year
3. Winners will be notified and assistance given in setting up ads
4. Photos submitted cannot be used in members own personal advertising such as sale catalogs etc.
5. Photos must be good quality - clarity and condition of the cattle are considere



TATTOOING
The registered owner (or lessee) of the dam on the date the calf was born is responsible for 
tattooing the calf with his or her assigned herd letters. The right ear is designated for tattooing. It 
is recommended that you tag calves in the left ear at birth and tattoo the calves before they are 6 
months of age. The tattoo outfit consists of tatoo pliers and a set of numbers and letters and a bottle 
of ink. The ink is available as a paste or roll on form. These supplies can be found at most stores that 
handle livestock supplies or vet supplies.

A complete tattoo consists of the following:
1. Herd identification letters (these are assigned by the CGA)
2. Serial Number Ex. 101 (can be 1 to 4 digits long)
3. Year Letter Ex. H (born in 2020)

The herd letters are assigned to your membership for your exclusive use. Serial numbers are required 
and designate a unique ID within your herd. No two animals regardless of sex may be tattooed with 
the same serial number.

If you make an error tattooing, please do not try to add letters or numbers. Inform the CGA of the 
mistake and permission and instructions will be given on how to re-tattoo the animal.

Tattooing Example and Tips
1. Avoid edges or other areas with excess hair
2. Avoid dark colored areas
3. Avoid ribs and veins in the ear
4. Properly place the tattoo
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Tattoo Check List
1. Designate the right ear as clean, free of wax and dirt
2. Verify tattoo on cardboard to ensure letters and numbers are placed correctly
3. Ink the tattoo points
4. Place jaws of pliers with the tattoo points facing the inside of the ear
5. Close the jaws quickly and firmly making sure the points are driven well below the surface

of the ear
6. Release quickly to avoid tearing the punctures
7. Use plenty of ink or paste, rubbing it well into the punctures. Getting the ink well below the

surface so the skin heals over the ink will leave a clear, legible tattoo
8. Write down the complete tattoo, birth date and other pertinent information in your calving

book immediately. Calving books are free! Contact the office to get yours.

Chart of Year Letters:



REGISTRATION OF ANIMALS
It is extremely important that your herd records are accurate and up to date. You must keep 
your records indefinitely. Make sure to consult the CGA Bylaws with questions on breeding up 
and genetic makeup percentages. 
DNA must be on file for all sires. Calves will only be registered to bulls having DNA on file. 
Please consult the CGA DNA regulations for DNA requirements. 
Registration of Calves
You can log onto Digital Beef and follow the steps below for registering calves. If you would prefer 
to submit your registrations to the office on paper please use the Application for Registration forms 
found on the CGA website or contact the office.
Step 1: Click on Herd Mgmt, then Recording, the calves.

Step 2: Enter the number of animals that you want to register. Then click continue.

Step 3:
The Birth Data Entry Screen will pop up. You will choose the dam from your female list by clicking the 
little arrow to the right of the dam box. Then continue entering as much data as you collect at calving. 
temperament, udder suspension and teat size scoring are optional. Please record the method you 
take your birth weights. Calving ease scores are optional. Mgmt code will only be used for groups 
of calves that are managed differently. The system already separates the calves into contemporary 
group by sex and age. An example of a different management group would be if you supplement fed 
a particular group of calves. Then you would give a value of 2 in the Mgmt group box. The remainder 
of your calves wouldn't require a value in this box. If your calf died prior to weaning you can enter the 
disposal in this screen as well. Once data is entered click Validate. Then click Commit to Registry.
Registered animals are designated with CDGV numbers. Recorded (unregistered animals) are 
recorded with UNGV numbers. Commercial animals in the system are designated with CDXX.

Step 4: The confirmation page will pop up displaying the list of new registry entries completed.

Ensure the Reg? box is checked off to register the calf.



Click on Herd Mgmt, then Recording, the calves.

Enter the number of animals that you want to register. Then click continue.

PERFORMANCE DATA
Recording Weights
The more performance data recorded, the more accurate the EPD evaluations will be on your 
animals. Ensure that you are taking weights at the appropriate age of the animal. When entering 
weights you can also record the hip heights and temperaments of your animals. You can also select 
what kind of feed the animal has been receiving which may correlate to recording different Mgmt 
groups.

- Valid weaning weight dates are between 100 days and 310 days of age.
- Valid yearling weight dates are between 270 and 500 days of age.

Step 1
To queue your animals for weights. Go to the left hand menu and Click on My Profile, then View. Then 
go to the tab that says Herd. You can then go to either females or males, go to the appropriate aged 
tab and find the animal you are looking for. There is a little check box in the wean or yearling column. 
Check off that box. If the calf is too young it will say too young in this column. If you already queued 
your calf for given weight from the confirmation Birth Recording screen or weaning screen, start at 
step 2.

Step 2
Go to the left hand menu. Click on Work 
Queues. Then click on either weaning to enter 
weaning weights or yearling to enter yearling 
weights.

Step 3
Your animal ID info will be filled in. Enter in the 
weigh date (it will auto-fill down if doing multiple 
animals). Once all of the data is entered hit 
validate and then commit to registry. If the animal 
is old enough, when the confirmation page pops 
up for weaning weights, you will have the option to 
queue them for a yearling weight entry.

Recording Ultrasound Data
The more ultrasound data that we can record the better. Data entered has a huge impact on the 
accuracy of the evaluation for carcass traits. We have so few records, the more we enter the more 
accurate it will get. You will need to give the ultrasound technician a barnsheet which includes all of 
the animal and producer information they need to report the data back to the CGA.

Generating a Barnsheet
Go to the left hand menu. Click on Herd Mgmt. Then 
Recording. Then Barnsheet. This will bring up a list of your 
animals that are of an eligible age for ultrasounding. Check 
off the check box beside the animal ID for those you will 
be ultrasounding. Then click Create. This will generate the 
sheet that you need to provide to the ultrasound technician.



PERFORMANCE DATA
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Teat and Udder Scoring
Teat and Udder scores will be incorporated into our evaluation of genetics for longevity, cow 
productivity and profitability. In general, smaller teats and udders with tight suspension are more 
desirable. The advantage of starting to collect data is to identify what works and doesn’t work in your 
environment and with your management practices. This starts the process of identifying sires that 
may have daughters that don’t have significant changes in udder score until say the age of 8 versus 
others that have daughters with udders that start to change at the age of 4. Documenting problem 
udders at birth allows this data to be incorporated when it comes to cow culling time post weaning. 
Consistency within a herd as it is scored provides the basis for that herd. Contemporary groupings 
would be used in any sort of data analysis. It is recommended that a single person score all the cows. 
If this is not feasible or practical based on labor allocations, as few people as possible should score 
the animals and the scores should be as comparable as possible.
Teat Size scores (1-9) and Udder Suspension scores (1-9) can be reported on the Registration 
Application along with birth and calving ease data. Make sure you score the cow on her weakest 
quarter within 24 hours of the calf being born.

Teat Size
• Scores range from 9 (Very Small) to 1 (Very Large,

balloon shaped)
• Are subjective assessments of teat length and

circumference

Udder Suspension
• Scores range from 9 (Very Tight) to 1 (Very Pendulous)
• Represent assessments of udder support
• Weak suspension in the udder indicates a lack of support

in the ligament that ties the udder to the cow’s body wall.
Over time, weakness in this ligament will allow the udder
to hang down too far from the body.



EPDs are generated using the Single-Step Multi-breed Genetic Evaluation powered by BOLT by 
International Genetic Solutions (IGS). The new genetic evaluation provides more predictive EPDs, 
better use of genomics, more accurate accuracy reported with EPDs, all with weekly evaluations. 
Single-step uses DNA markers, pedigree information, and phenotypic data simultaneously in the 
prediction of EPDs. The BOLT single-step method only uses DNA markers that have a meaningful 
impact on the traits of interest, while ignoring those that have little to no effect, thereby increasing the 
accuracy of the EPD prediction. For more information on the individual trait evaluations and indexes 
please go to the CGA website. 

Genomically Enhanced EPDs
Genomically enhanced EPDs are EPDs that are calculated while factoring in a high density genomic 
profile on the animal. Animals with genomically enhanced EPDs have their EPDs displayed on Digital 
Beef with a yellow highlight. Providing a high density genotype allows for increased accuracy in the 
EPD evaluation, just as an increase in the number of progeny and their performance data increases 
the EPD evaluation on a given sire or dam. The table below is a display of estimated progeny 
equivalents. An estimated progeny equivalent is the average number of progeny records it would take 
to see an equivalent change in accuracy from a genomic test. Over time these estimates will change 
as the statistical models improve, the number of phenotypes reported increase, and genomic data 
improves.

Example: If Sire A has no progeny reported to him and he is genotyped with a high density profile, 
then the accuracy of his EPD is the same as having over 25 calves with a calving ease direct record.

EXPECTED PROGENY DIFFERENCES (EPDs)

2020 Estimated Progeny Equivalents

An estimated progeny equivalent is the average number of progeny records it would take to see an
equivalent change in accuracy from a genomic test. For example, if a non-parent animal is genotyped, the
accuracy of his/her EPD is akin to an animal that has already produced 5 offspring with a carcass weight
record (see table below). Overtime, these estimates will change as statistical models are improved, the
number of phenotypes increases, and the information from genomic data improves.

Trait 2020 Estimated Progeny Equivalents 

Calving Ease (Direct) 25+ 

Calving Ease (Total Maternal) 4 

Birth Weight 22 

Weaning Weight 25+ 

Yearling Weight 25+ 

Milk 19 

Stayability 15 

Docility 25+ 

Carcass Weight 5 

Marbling 8 

Rib Eye Area 6 

Back Fat 8 



DNA
DNA is a valuable tool at your disposal! It can provide a lot of information beyond parentage 
verification. If you use multi-sire pastures, you are required to DNA all of your calves to confirm the 
sire. There are also certain DNA requirements that must be met. Please reference the CGA DNA 
Regulations to ensure you are in compliance. In every animal a series of genes on chromosomes 
make up the DNA. On each gene, there are two markers called alleles. One allele on the gene comes 
from the sire and the other comes from the dam. The visual result or what you see on the animal is 
called their phenotype. The following are some of the tests we use for specific traits.
Horned/Polled - this test will tell you if an animal is homozygous polled (PP) or if they are 
heterozygous polled (HP) or carrying the horned allele. If an animal is heterozygous polled (HP), then 
in theory 50% of their calves will receive the polled allele and 50% will receive the horned allele. As 
the horned allele is recessive, a given animal must carry two horned alleles, receiving one from each 
parent, to be horned (HH). The phenotype would be horned.
Coat color - this test will tell you if an animal is homozygous for black coat color (ED/ED) or if they 
are carrying the allele for red coat color (e). Similar to horned/polled, red is a recessive trait, black is 
dominant. So if you animal has red coat color they recieved a red allele from each parent and their 
genotype would be (e/e) their phenotype is red.
Diluter - this test will tell you your animals status for the diluter gene, which is a mutation that causes 
grey coat color. The inheritance for this gene is co-dominant. This means that if your animal is 
homozygous for the diluter gene (two diluter alleles) then they will have a very light grey phenotype. 
If your animal is heterozygous for the diluter gene (one diluter allele, the other normal), then they will 
still show some diluter effect but not to the extent of homozygous animals, grey phenotype. If your 
animal is negative for the diluter gene then they will have a normal black or red phenotype.  Red 
animals can also have or carry the diluter gene. The dilutor allele is is dominant. This means that 
if your animal is heterozygous for the diluter gene then you can expect 50% of their calves to be 
affected and 50% to be normal.
Arthrogryposis Multiplex (AM) - is a lethal genetic disorder that results in stillborn calves with bent 
and twisted spines. It occurs when a small segment of DNA, containing an essential gene, is missing. 
This prevents the calf from getting critical protein for normal development in utero, and the calf is born 
with this lethal genetic defect.
Contractural Arachnodactyly (CA) - is a non-lethal disorder linked to a genetic condition caused by 
a recessive mutation. Without genomic or progeny testing, carrier animals are indistinguishable from 
animals that are free of the condition. While CA-affected calves are born alive and most can walk, 
suckle and survive, their upper limb joints (particularly hip, stifle and hock) have a reduced range of 
motion. Affected calves appear normal up to four to six months of age, but most perform poorly and 
are relatively tall and slender with compromised feet and leg conformation.
Developmental Duplication (DD) - is a genetic condition where an animal must inherit two copies 
of a recessive gene, one from each parent, to be affected. It is believed that many affected animals 
are absorbed in utero or are aborted early in gestation. Those that do survive birth typically have 
additional limbs (usually extra front legs), originating from the neck or shoulder region.
Neuropathic Hydrocephalus (NH) is a lethal genetic disorder. Affected calves are born dead with 
an extremely large cranium, with little or no brain material or spinal cord. As some losses occur in 
embryonic or fetal gestation, this genetic defect can go misdiagnosed or unnoticed.
Osteopetrosis (OS) - is a lethal disorder. Affected calves are most often born 10 – 30 days 
premature and dead; those born alive will live for less than 24 hours and have a short lower jaw and 
impacted molars. The long bones of the affected calves are fragile and can be broken with ease. The 
gene is inherited as a simple recessive.



MAKING A DNA REQUEST
To get DNA testing on your animal(s) you must first make a DNA request through the CGA. Once the 
DNA request has been made you can mail in your samples directly to the lab, Neogen Canada. Your 
sample can be submitted using a blood card, hair card or tissue sampling unit. For more information 
on the different sampling methods please go to the CGA website or contact the office. You can make 
your DNA request online through Digital Beef following the below instructions. There is a DNA testing 
form on the CGA website that has a listing of all of the different test types and the respective costs. To 
submit requests you may also fill out this form completely and email it to the office. Make sure when 
you are ordering DNA that you are meeting the CGA DNA regulations. Please reference the CGA 
DNA Regulations page These regulations are subject to change so ensure that you stay current with 
requirements. If your animal has a honred/polled result on file but no parentage contact the office and 
I can check with the lab to see if there is sample left over to run the additional test, saving you from 
pulling an additional sample. The turnaround time for all test types is 21 days from the day the sample 
arrives at the lab.
Neogen Canada
4244 TEC Centre 10230 Jasper Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB
T5J 4P6
Step 1: At the left hand menu click 
on Herd Mgmt, then DNA. The DNA 
Profile Management screen will pop 
up. Click on the DNA Order Request 
tab. It will ask you how many kits you 
are requesting. Type in the number 
of animals that you will be requesting 
DNA testing on. The click continue. 

Step 2: Type in the tattoo or 
registration number of the animal 
that you want to order DNA on. A 
little yellow circle will pop up to the 
right of this box. Click on the yellow 
circle. The sire and dam information 
will automatically fill in. If you have an 
additional sire or dam that you would 
like them to check for parentage with 
click on the box with the + sign in the 
appropriate column. Enter in the registration number of the alternate sire or dam. If you have more 
that one separate the registration numbers with commas, NO spaces. You MUST use registration 
numbers including the letter prefix ie.CDGV123456.

Step 3: Check off the boxes for all of the 
test types you want. If you want a combo 
test make sure to check off all the test types. 
The combo pricing will automatically apply. 
When you are done click place requests. Your 
requests will be sent to the office and then be 
forward onto the lab. Email the office to ensure 
they are received.



Transferring the animals that you have sold is important for a number of reasons. It keeps your herd 
and your database up to date. If the animal down the line is sold again to a person wanting to use 
them as a purebred breeder the appropriate paper trail has occurred within the registry system. 
Having that commercial producer in the system allows them to receive the Gelbvieh Guide three 
times a year and stay current on the Gelbvieh events and sales coming up. Your login into Digital beef 
is the "signature" that will validate any transactions. A paper processing fee of $2 per animal will be 
charged - this is to cover the cost of printing the certificate and mailing it directly to the buyer of the 
animal.
How to Transfer Animals
Step 1: Login to Digital Beef. Go to the left hand menu and click on Herd Mgmt. Then click on 
Transfer Animals. The Animal Transfer Entry Form will open up. Then click Choose from My Animals.

TRANSFERRING ANIMALS

Step 2
A window will pop up that has a list of your active 
animals. The bulls will be at the top and females 
at the bottom. Select the animal(s) that you want 
to transfer by checking off the check box to the 
left of the animal's registration number. The 
animal(s) you selected will pop up in the Transfer 
Entry Form. Once you have selected all of the 
animals close the window containing the list of 
your animals. If you select the wrong animal click 
the red X beside the reg #.

Step 3
If the same buyer bought all of the animals listed then 
you can use the very top box and enter the buyer info 
there. Then click validate all and it will apply to all the 
animals. If you have a different buyer for each animal 
then follow the directions for each animal. Click on the 
grey box next to the buyer ID box. If you know your 
buyer ID (CGA #) enter it here and skip to step 4. A 
small window will pop up and it will ask you to type 
in the buyers postal code. Any people already in the 
system with that given postal code will pop up. If your 
buyer is listed ensure that you check off the check 
box to the left of their information. This will ensure no 
duplicate profiles are set up. If they are not listed, at the bottom there is a link to create a new profile. 
Make sure that you fill this out completely! This will prevent the office from getting returned mail.

Step 4
Your buyer ID has filled in. If you are retaining any 
ownership in the animal make sure the amount is 
filled out appropriately. Then make sure the transfer 
date is accurate to the date the animal was sold. 
This will ensure the buyer can register calves. If you 
transfer a bred female ensure that you fill out the 
breeding information so that the new owner has that 
for registering calves. Once completed click validate, 
then continue. You will get a message saying you 
were successful and it will go to your account 
showing the balance owed.



UPDATING ANIMAL STATUS

Step 1
Login to Digital Beef. Go to the left hand menu and click on Herd Mgmt. Then click on Update Status.

Updating the status of your animals is important in keeping your herd up to date. Using the correct 
disposal code and disposal date is important because this data is included in the EPD evaluations. 
Keeping our database as accurate as possible will increase the accuracy of our evaluation.

Step 2
The Animal Status Update Form will pop up. 
Click on the Choose from box that is appropriate. 
In this example I am choosing Active animals. If 
you want to reinstate a cow or bring a cow back 
that was previously disposed, then click on the 
dead or inactive animals box.

Step 3
A list of your animals will pop up. Bulls will be at 
the top, females at the bottom. There is a little 
check box to the left of the animal's registration 
number. Check off the box for those animals that 
you wish to update the status on. Once you have 
checked them off, close this window that has the 
list of animals in it.

Step 4
The animals will pop up on the form. If you 
selected the wrong animal, you can click on the 
red X beside the registration number and that 
will remove the animal from the form. If you need 
to add another animal repeat step 2 and 3 as 
many times as needed. You will then select the 
reason for changing the status of the animal. 
For example if she came up open or if you 
decide you no longer want to keep the cow in the 
system but she is remaining on the farm, then 
select move cow to commercial herd. Ensure 
that you also record the correct date for the 
status update. Then click Make Updates.

Step 5
The confirmation page will pop up with green 
check marks if you have been successful.

NOTE
If you decide to move a cow to the commercial 
herd one year, then decide to activate her 
again the following year, you will be charged a 
reinstatement fee of $50 in addition to her herd 
assessment fee of $35 for the year.



YOUR DIGITAL BEEF ACCOUNT
To access your account's "home page" go to the left hand menu and click on My Account, then click 
on View. This will bring you to the below screen.

There are a number of things that you can access from this page. 
• You can see the balance on your account in the top right corner. If you have a balance unpaid 

after 30 days your account will be locked and you will be unable to login.
• Associated Tab - this tab is useful if you have family members that are also CGA members and 

you run your cows together. We can associate the herds which means your membership could be             
the managing membership for all the cattle. Ownership is not affected. This is especially handy   
for associating junior members with their parents.

• Account Tab - here you can show all of the transactions that have occurred under your account.  
Click on Show Invoice History to view each work order. They can be expanded to view each line 
item with description and dollar amount details. You can also re-print an invoice here by expanding 
a given work order and then clicking on the date link.

• Herd Tab - this tab allows you to see all of the active animals in your herd divided into sex and 
then their respective age groups. The Quick Sire List is the list that will show up as your active 
bulls in the birth recording screen. You may have a number of active bulls but only a few that you 
will be registering calves off. Keeping the quick sire list updated from year to year will help speed 
up your sire selection in the birth recording screen. You can add sires to this list by typing in their 
registration number into the New Quick Sire: box and then clicking Add. This is especially handy 
for AI sires which you may not own but need to included in your list for registering calves. You can 
also remove them by clicking remove on the far right side on the animals given line.

• Pastures Tab - in the birth recording screen you have the option to assign animals to a given 
pasture. On this pasture tab you can then generate lists of animals in your pastures and use this 
as a management tool.

• Kickouts Tab - this tab is where you will find quick links to work orders that are still in progress. 
You can leave birth recording screens or weight data entry screens and as long as you click 
validate your progress will be saved. The work order will then go into your kickouts tab. 

• CG Tab - this is the contemporary group makeup structure tab. This tab gives you information on 
how animals are grouped together within your herd for certain performance traits in terms of the 
data that you submit.

Progeny Calculator
You can use this tool to predict resulting progeny EPD % Ranks when comparing two bulls and the 
genetic impact they would have on your herd. To do this go to the left hand menu and click on Tools, 
then Prog Calc, then Bulls. To determine how a battery of bulls compare if mated to one of your 
females go to the left hand menu, click on Tools, Prog Calc, then Female.



ADVERTISING YOUR PROGRAM
The Gelbvieh Guide
There are different options to advertise within the Gelbvieh Guide. If you decide to be a contract  
advertiser, which means you put an ad in all three issues of the Gelbvieh Guide in a given year, 
then you receive a 15% discount on each ad (excluding business card ads). Below are the ad prices 
without any discounts applied. The Gelbvieh Guide is currently put together by Prime Cut Publishing. 
If you are interested in advertising in the Guide please contact the office for the contact info.
 Full Page ad $850.00
 Half Page ad $500.00
 Quarter Page ad $300.00
 Business card ad (on an annual basis) $180.00
 Classified (25 words) $20.00

CGA Wesbsite 
The CGA includes all active members on the CGA webiste under the member directory. Members 
have the opportunity to take out a banner advertisement. The scrolling banners are viewed from 
every page on the website. When clicked on they link the viewer to a sale catalogue link, a Facebook 
page, or the members website (link of your choosing). The annual fee for the banner ad is $250. This 
also includes posting a sale catalog on the website. If you wish to post a sale catalog on the website 
without taking out a banner ad you can do so for $25. Please contact the office with any semen or 
embryos that you have for sale that you wish to have posted on the semen and embryo directory 
on the website. This is free. The events list is generated off of the events advertised in the Gelbvieh 
Guide. If you have an event that you would like listed please contact the office.

Canadian Cattlemen Co-op Ad
Every year the CGA organizes a Co-op double page spread to go into the February issue of the 
Canadian Cattlemen magazine. Anybody wishing to participate can send in their sale or private treaty 
sale information to the office. The cost to participate is $400. 

Creating your own Sale Catalog
Step 1: If you go to My Account, then click on View, you will be at your home screen. If you go to the 
tab called herd and then find the animals that you have for sale. Click on the box that says Not for 
Sale, at the right hand side of the page. The box will then change to say For Sale and be queued in 
your private treaty listing.

Step 2: On the left hand menu click on Herd Mgmt, then click on Private Treaty. This will bring up a 
list of your animals that you queued as for sale. You can de-list animals from the Private Treaty Listing 
page if you have selected the wrong one. There is a box to write your own comments to buyers. Once 
you have typed your comments make sure to hit update. You can also add any new listings with the 
button at the top right corner that says Add new Listing.

Step 3: Click on Download Catalog and a PDF will be generated with all of your sale listings and their 
data.



The CGA hours of operation are Monday to Thursday 8AM to 3PM.
Sarah works out of her home so if you require an appointment please call ahead.

5160 Skyline Way NE Calgary, AB T2E 6V1
403-250-8640

gelbvieh@gelbvieh.ca


