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I’m honoured to be writing this report as your new 
president of the Canadian Gelbvieh Association and 
am excited with what this great breed can accomplish 

moving forward.  I’d like to take a moment to thank the 
people in the breed that I consider mentors not only in the 
breed but in life as a whole.  This breed has been great to me 
with many people willing to lend a hand and share wisdom 
from when I was a new breeder until present.  I encourage 
all breeders to reach out to new breeders and assist them 
whenever possible as we were all in that position at one time.  
This will only improve the breed’s influence in the beef in-
dustry. 

 
Once again the fall show and sale season did not dis-

appoint with breeder involvement and attendance showcas-
ing Gelbvieh.  A tip of the hat goes out to the breeders and 
other volunteers that take the time to exhibit, showcase and 
assist in these fall events, not only are they promoting their 
individual operations but the breed as a whole, the consistent 
quality of cattle throughout every event was outstanding and 
the presentation was second to none.  Thank you. 

 
The AGM was held in Regina, SK alongside the 2018 Na-

tional Show and Sale at Agribition with great attendance and 
discussion.  We can proudly say the BOLT EPD system has 
been running seamlessly for some time, allowing members to 
get the most current and accurate EPD data available.  I’d 
like to extend a huge thanks to Sean McGrath 

 
 
 
 
 

for coming on board as a consultant 
for the transition over to BOLT which 
made everything run smoothly as well 
as developing safeguards to ensure its continued effective-
ness.  We’ve also developed a Strategic Plan which sets short 
and long term goals for the CGA which we’ll be acting on 
constantly throughout the year. 

 
As we all know, Gelbvieh influenced feeder cattle are as 

strong as any in the commercial marketplace and should be 
properly identified.  We’ve seen increased use of the Gelbvieh 
“Orange Back” RFID tags and I encourage breeders to in-
form their commercial customers during bull sale season to 
participate in this program and Tag ‘em Gelbvieh!   

 
The CGA is also in the midst of developing its first ever 

Breeder School, an event focused on education and infor-
mation gathering with a goal of occurring in the summer of 
2019.  If anyone has any ideas regarding tour locations, in-
novative ideas, programs etc. don’t be shy to contact the of-
fice or the Board of Directors. 

 
Best of luck everyone going into the bull sale season and 

other marketing opportunities that come your way this 
spring, 2019 will be another strong year for Gelbvieh! 

 
 
Photo: 
Back L-R: Trevor Burks; James Jasper, Vice-President;  

Neil Overby, President. 
Front L-R: Aaron Birch; Lee Wirgau, Past President.  

Missing Ryan Sommerfeld and Don Okell. 

CGA PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Neil Overby
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The fall show and sale season was a great success and 
it was nice to see all of the quality Gelbvieh genetics 
being promoted. The hospitality was fantastic and 

thank you to all of the breeders and people involved in making 
these events a pleasure to attend. 

 
As we look forward to bull sale season, I encourage cat-

tlemen to think Gelbvieh when making breeding decisions this 
year, as Gelbvieh breeders work hard to provide you with the 
genetics you are looking for. Gelbvieh quality traits will add 
hybrid vigor to any herd, which is sure to bring a premium to 
Gelbvieh influenced feeder calves. Please continue to use the 
Gelbvieh orange backed tags to market your Gelbvieh and 
Gelbvieh influenced cattle. A few office reminders for bull sale 
season: 

- Please allow 4 weeks for DNA results to be returned. 
- A mailing list for sale catalogues is available through the 

CGA office for $1 per contact. 
- Catalogue extracts can be done for $2 per animal. 
- EPDs are updated weekly with the new BOLT system; 

please include this in your sale catalogues and remind your 
customers.  

 
I would like to remind everyone that the first billing of the 

whole herd assessment fee is around the corner. Please ensure 
that your herds are up to date by March 1st. On March 1st 
all herds will be billed with their current inventory. Please con-
tact the office if you have any questions or if you need help 
to dispose or add animals in your herd. This will ensure you 
do not have late charges later in the year. A reminder, that the 
herd assessment fee is $35 per cow this year. This is to cover 
the cost of having our own Digital Beef database. 

 
 

2019 will be an exciting year for 
the CGA and Gelbvieh breed. We 
look forward to working on new 
ideas to promote Gelbvieh and ways to market the hard work 
and great genetics that our members have to offer. One thing 
we look forward to launching is the Gelbvieh e-store, where 
members will be able to access and buy customizable items to 
promote the breed and their operations. We also look forward 
to organizing our first breeders school. One of the objectives 
of this program will be to provide information about industry 
innovation.   

 
There are some changes happening at the CGA. The new 

office hours will be Monday to Thursday from 8:00am to 
3:00pm, however if you plan on coming into the office please 
call to make an appointment to ensure I will be there. In the 
middle of March the CGA office will be closed for three 
weeks, as I am expecting the arrival of my first baby. Please 
be proactive in making sure that you have the information and 
data you need from the office for your bull sale. During the 
office closure, if you have an urgent request, please contact 
the CGA president Neil Overby or the CGA Vice President 
James Jasper, so that we can get you what you need. Some of 
you may have read that Delta Genomics has sold their ge-
nomic testing to Neogen Canada. Please watch your inbox, as 
I will be sending out the updated DNA order form, with new 
decreased pricing. I will also be sending out the updated CGA 
by-laws from the 2018 annual meeting and the CGA DNA 
regulations sheet. Please familiarize yourself with these doc-
uments to ensure that your animals are meeting the necessary 
requirements.  

 
Good luck during calving season and I look forward to 

working with you all in 2019. It should be a great year. 

CGA OFFICE  
MEMO
Sarah Van Schothorst CEO



Association News
By Jason Muhlbach, President, GAA/BC 

Welcome all to 2019.  It is an honor and privilege to have been asked to 
represent the GAA/BC as their president for one more year.  I want to once 
again thank the 2018 GAABC board for all their time and commitment to the 
association.  I would like to welcome Gail Birch to the 2019 board.  Gail has 
been involved with the junior program and we look forward to working with 
her in the upcoming year.   With the 2018 Wish List sale still fresh on many 
people’s minds, I would just like to say thanks to all the people in this breed.  
Every year, we as a board ask for one donation heifer from the heart of some-
one’s program.  The money raised is to help with costs associated with running 
this association.  It supports shows, things like advertising, the Junior Incentive 
Program, auction mart coffee, 4-H, open and junior cattle, the Wish List week-
end, and the list goes on and on.  The support we have been receiving, even 
in these trying times, truly is a testament to the people in this breed.  When it 
came time in the meeting to discuss the 2019 donation heifer, Twin Bridge 
Farms offered a heifer calf as a donation to next years event.  As discussion 
continued, we had multiple hands go up it the air wanting to donate the 2020 
and 2021 heifer calf!!!!!  The 2018 donation heifer calf was supplied by the 
good people at Rocky Top Gelbvieh, and the sweetheart they brought raised 
over $10,000.00. What an outstanding group of people to be associated with. 

   
The 2018 Wish List weekend was another huge success.  Almost 40 Lots 

from 21 consignors were up for auction. It was great to see a few new con-
signors, and we look forward to a bigger and better 2019.  Congratulations 
go out to Royal Western Gelbvieh & Prairie Hills Gelbvieh for winning the 
2018 Bull Jackpot of $1000. RWG Right Combination 5506 will now have 
his name added to the Gelbvieh Stanley Cup along side his sire. 

 
Congratulations to Kelly and Colleen Brittain of Brittain Farms for being 

recognized as the 2018 GAA/BC Purebred Breeder of the Year.  The Brittains 
are top notch people with a great cattle program, and we are sure happy to 
have them represent our breed.   

 
When selecting the commercial breeder of the year, it’s one of the boards 

hardest decisions.  There are so many worthy recipients and to narrow it down 
to just one is very hard.  This year it was decided that the Tanner Maschmeyer 
family would be honoured.  As long-time buyers of elite Gelbvieh genetics, 
the Maschmeyers have put together a top end cow herd.  Not only do they 
have an outstanding Gelbvieh based cow herd, but they are great supporters 
of the community and are great friends to many.  The Maschmeyers are a great 
family run operation and are worthy recipients of the 2018 GAA/BC Com-
mercial Breeder of the Year award.  Congratulations. 

 
2018 was a challenging one for most people in Western Canada, here’s to 

hoping mother nature is a little kinder to us this year.   I hope you all have a 
safe and successful calving season, and as I write this, I anxiously await the ar-
rival of all the new bull sale catalogs.   
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Bull Futurity Champion  - Royal Western Gelbvieh

Back L-R: Jessica Pearson, Vice President;  
Jason Muhlbach, President; Nicole Hollman,  
Treasurer; Lorna Okell, Secretary. 
Front L-R: Gail Birch, Joe Ness, Wanda Marsman
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Association News
By Joe Barnett 

Happy New Year! Many are preparing for upcoming bull 
sales and calving. Hopefully Mother Nature won’t be too frigid 
and the sales will be strong. 

  
The Man/Sask Gelbvieh Association held their annual meet-

ing in Moose Jaw on Dec. 8, 2018. Thank you to Ian Thackeray 
and Cynthia Wirgau for their time on the board. Joe Barnett 
was elected as President, Shayla Jasper as Vice President and 
Courtney Bentz as Sec/Treas.  A new board member is Brett 
Spray with Wade Davidson, Ross Davidson, Michelle Sommer-
feld and Dean Hurlburt remaining on the board. A profitable 
fun auction was held after the PGA sale. Thank you to everyone 
that donates and purchases items.  

  
 
 
 
 

The Association worked hard to be more active this past year. 
We provided all members with cotton gloves and we mailed 
Gelbvieh Guides to Auction Markets to increase our exposure. 
We were fortunate to have Twin View Livestock host the Asso-
ciation Field Day (Thank you Joe & Aaron). There was an ex-
cellent turnout with fun for all ages. 

  
Thank you to Davidson Gelbvieh for donating the Donation 

Heifer at Agribition. She was won by Overby Stock Farm. A spe-
cial thank you goes out to all sponsors, exhibitors, volunteers 
and spectators that make our events so enjoyable. 

Please read individual reports throughout the Guide about 
the Sweetheart Heifer, Donation Heifer and show and sale re-
sults. 

 
We hope to see you around at various bull sales this spring.

Back L-R: Dean Hurlburt, Wade Davidson,  
Ross Davidson, Joe Barnett, President. 
Front L-R: Courtney Bentz, Secretary/Treasure,  
Michelle Sommerfeld.  
Missing: Shayla Jasper, Brett Spray
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Canadian Western Agribition 
Regina, Saskatchewan

Thank you to all 
 the Sponsors,  

Exhibitors, Organizers  
and Gelbvieh Enthusiasts who 

joined us for this superb event.
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The 2018 Canadian Gelbvieh Association Hall of Fame In-
ductees are John and Tina Douma of DTJ Gelbvieh. 

 
John was born in small community near Winnipeg in 1937 

to a farming family. His father was a Dutch immigrant who was 
called back to fight during WWII leaving his wife and four chil-
dren in Canada. The support of extended family became critical 
to the young family as John was diagnosed with Polio. When 
his father returned from overseas, three more children joined 
the family. John shared stories with his family of hauling milk 
with his grandfather and uncle by team of horses to Winnipeg. 

 
With World War II a recent memory and like so many other 

young men his age, John completed what schooling he felt he 
needed and ventured to Alberta to work as a mechanic. He was 
always mechanically inclined and could fix about anything. Tina 
recalled buying a brand-new potato harvester and before it was 
ever used, John and son Robert cut it in half. Their goal was to 
increase its capacity and cause less bruising. Their idea worked. 
The family has been in the top 10 potato producers in Manitoba 
for McCains many times. 

After several years in Alberta, John made his way back to 
Oakbank, Manitoba and began working at the family dairy farm 
with his dad and brothers. Family farming would continue as 
the way of life for John for the remainder of his life. 

 
In 1950, Tina’s family came from the Netherlands to Portage 

La Prairie, MB where her father worked in the sugar beet fields. 
A short time later, the young family bought a farm in Ontario. 
Tina remembered, “Dad was old school, girls worked in the 
house, boys were outside so us girls didn’t go to the barn unless 
the power was out and all hands on deck were needed for milk-
ing.” John and Tina met when she was just 15 years old. John 
was visiting his cousin in Ontario near Tina’s family. The meet-
ing was uneventful and quickly went to pass. After school, Tina 
went to work in the local grocery and later moved to Winnipeg 
to work for Western Grocers. It was here in 1975 that John and 
Tina were reconnected by the same cousin responsible for their 
first meeting. They were married soon after in 1976 and 
blended their family of four children including Darlene, Myrna, 
Robert and Brian. 

 

Words by Joe Barnett with  
Tina Douma and the Douma family.
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When they married, Tina moved to Portage 
where John managed a vegetable farm growing 
celery, cabbage and onions for Campbell’s Soup. In 
the early 1980’s, John and Tina went on their own 
growing onions for the marketing board in Winni-
peg and potatoes for McCain’s. 

 
During this time, John also sold field equipment 

for the potato industry as well as grass mowers. The 
vegetable farm and machinery sales kept the couple 
extremely busy but their nearby daughter Myrna 
and son-in-law Darren had a herd of beef cattle. Tina 
explained how it would relax John to walk through 
the herd and how much he loved the beef cattle. Be-
fore she knew it, John bought a few cows from 
Darren. The cows would stay at Darren’s since there 
was no spot at the potato farm for cows. As their 
numbers grew, the need arose for a herd bull. John 
researched many breeds of cattle and the couple 
found themselves at the Douglas Bull Station where 
they bought their first Gelbvieh bull from Rainbow 
Den, a bull named Mr. T. John was drawn to the 
milk of Gelbvieh cattle, their ability to gain, and 
their gentle nature. 

 
Their interest in the Gelbvieh breed continued to grow. They 

soon became friends with other Gelbvieh breeders like Bunty 
& Audrey Allen and Doug & Bernice Anderson from Mountain 
View Farm. Tina remembers meeting Bernice at Agribition. 
Showing cattle was all new to Tina who was particularly amazed 
by her first cattle auction. “John would get the biggest bang out 
an auction! He loved the competition and the adrenaline to get 
the one he wanted; Not that he needed more.” 

 
By the mid-nineties, John’s interest in cattle continued to 

grow and the decision was made to sell the machinery sales busi-
ness and venture into the purebred industry. John had visited 
Vale Country Ranch and really admired their corral system and 
design. They began building corrals around the potato farm and 
through their continued friendship with the Anderson family, 
John and Tina attended to the Mountain View Dispersal and 
bought many cattle. 

 
Tina and John’s daughter, Darlene, shared, “Dad never did 

anything halfway. He didn’t just dabble with a few head of cat-
tle. After much research, he chose the Gelbvieh breed and 
jumped into the whole process of producing the best purebred 
herd he could. This was new territory for us as a family and we 
enjoyed his enthusiasm and never ending energy that he put into 
his work.” 

 
Tina’s life with John was an adventure with trips to Hawaii, 

the Netherlands and a drive from coast to coast in Mexico. They 
visited other cattle producers in many other countries. The cou-
ple even backpacked the West Coast Trail. “He enjoyed people 
and anyone who stopped was asked in for dinner. He would 
come in and say we were off to somewhere. It was unpredict-
able. An adventure! One of John’s famous sayings was, ‘I didn’t 
think!’ He lived life, had no fear...until afterwards!” 

 

Darlene remembered, 
“He usually sported some 
cut or bruise on his nose 
or forehead because a 
heifer pushed up against 
the fence or a bull became 
a bit too rambunctious.” 

 
Like every other farm 

family there were highs 
and lows. The winter of 
1997 brought a severe 
snowstorm that buried 
most of the farm. John 
immediately had a front 
end loader in to clear pens 
and get cattle looked after. 
Tina managed to crawl 
over a snowbank from the 
house door because the cattle were the first priority. 

 
John had a serious accident where he was badly hurt by an 

air seeder. Doctors said he may never walk again without a 
walker. “John got better but that was when he stopped smoking 
his pipe,” shared Tina with a laugh. Within two months, John 
was back walking through his cows in the pasture with a cane. 

“One of the bulls John won a championship with in Brandon 
broke his leg in the pasture. He was just laying there when John 
came out. We got the trailer and the bull immediately got up 
and into the trailer. We were able to nurse him back to health 
as best we could.” 

 
Tina also shared a story of moving cows, one familiar to 

many ranching families. John wanted to move the cows to a par-
ticular pasture and asked Tina to stand at the right spot to turn 
them when they came. “They came at a full gallop and I took 
off and the cattle went all over.” 
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Showing cattle became a means of marketing and was one of 
John’s methods to show how proud he was of his cows. DTJ 
Gelbvieh enjoyed many successes including being chosen as the 
first winner of the Sweetheart Classic with a heifer named DTJ 
Haras Free 24H as well as Grand Champion bull at Agribition 
and Farmfair in 1996. “We met so many wonderful people who 
became like family to us. Showing cattle was so nerve-racking. 
I remember one cow at Farmfair getting spooked and watching 
John be thrown around at the end of the halter. He got her 
stopped!” 

 
“Probably the thing that John enjoyed most was working 

with the juniors. John loved kids, he loved working with them, 
loved showing them cattle, loved being involved and watching 
them learn.” John and Tina were always the first to offer sup-
port to the Junior Gelbvieh Association and donated multiple 
heifers for the young members to use as fundraisers. 

 
John and Tina encouraged each of their grandchildren to get 

involved in anyway they could. He was a major source of mo-
tivation when their oldest grandson turned 10 and John felt he 
should be in 4-H. Grandpa provided the first steer as he did for 
other grandchildren who could join the club. John was so proud 
each summer at the Portage Fair to see his Gelbvieh steers be 
shown and even a couple who became Grand Champion Steer. 

 
John was an avid biker. He often did the MS bike tour and 

in September of 2006 when a fellow rider’s bike was causing 
trouble, John offered his bike and said he wasn’t feeling up to 
finishing the whole tour. In the following days, they received 

news that John 
had leukaemia. 
John was ex-
tremely positive 
however and his 
only mindset was 
that he would beat 
the disease. 

 
While John 

was undergoing 
treatments, he was told he couldn’t be around cattle. John once 
declared from his hospital bed that, “I didn’t say we’d never 
have cattle again.” Unfortunately, John was forced to make the 
decision to sell the cattle knowing the family wasn’t in a position 
to take them over. 

 
“I was able to bring him home to the Portage once we knew 

his treatments hadn’t worked. He had a really bright morning 
one Saturday and visited with friends and family. He called the 
heifers from the house window one last time and it brought a 
smile to his face.” John passed away the next day, October 30, 
2006. 

 
The following February, John and Tina’s most prized posses-

sions were put for sale. “Don and Robert Savage with the kids 
looked after so much and were a huge help. It was like I was 
watching it but it wasn’t my reality. I just know I was over-
whelmed by the support at the dispersal.” 

 



Gelbvieh guide • Spring 2019 • Page 19 

The Man-Sask Gelbvieh Association  
sponsored the 19th Annual  

Sweetheart Gelbvieh Classic at the 
 2018 Show at Canadian Western Agribition. 

     35 memberships were sold for the Sweetheart Heifer. 6 females entered. 
 
The winning heifer BLB Goodview PLD Granite 40E was exhibited by Good-
view Gelbvieh. They received $8769. She sold to Twisted T Gelbvieh for 
$5250. Riley Merrill was the lucky member winning the jackpot. Runner Ups 
were exhibited by  Davidson Gelbvieh, JSJ Livestock and Thackeray Land & 
Cattle. All members received jackets.  
 

A special thank you goes out to  
Davidson Gelbvieh for donating a heifer 

to our annual association fundraiser.  
$9440 was raised.  

Winning the heifer was Overby Livestock.  

The story of the DTJ herd was far from over. John had a 
keen eye for high quality cattle and he selected those that were 
functional, practical and timeless. Genetics from the DTJ pro-
gram spread across the country following the dispersal. The 
2018 Canadian National Gelbvieh sale included eight lots 
whose pedigrees could be traced back to DTJ genetics. 

 
Today, you’ll find Tina at the home she and John built to-

gether just outside of Portage. She’s an avid golfer in the 
summer, enjoys some travel and loves the opportunity to be with 
family and grandchildren. There eight grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren that cause Tina’s voice to lighten. She also 
helps out at the church and enjoys knitting. 

 
Their daughter Darlene and her husband Marvin live just 

four miles down the road from Tina while their 
son Robert and his wife, Leta, share Tina’s yard 

continuing on the vegetable growing tradition. Daughter, 
Myrna, and her husband Darren aren’t far away near Elie, MB 
and son Brian lives on the east coast. New Year’s Day is a major 
celebration for the family. Together they make Dutch Apple 
Fritters just like they did with John. 

With great certainty, Tina remarked, “The support from our 
Gelbvieh family, from everyone at the dispersal, and the friend-
ships over the years have meant so much to me. We sincerely 
would like everyone to know how very honoured we are as a 
family to receive this award.” 

On behalf of the Canadian Gelbvieh Association, congratu-
lations to Tina Douma, the late John Douma and their family 
for their induction into the Canadian Gelbvieh Hall of Fame.
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Kelly and Colleen Brittain started raising commercial cattle 
in 1990 and soon after, in 1992, purchased their first purebred 
Gelbvieh herd sire. 

 
Their farm consists of 1400 acres of farm land including hays, 

grains and pasture land. They calve out approximately 140 head 
purebred and percentage cattle in March, and annually retain 
about 25 of their own heifers for replacements. 

 

The Britain’s hold their annual bull sale, the Gelbvieh Advan-
tage Bull Sale, at the Innisfail Auction Mart, in conjunction with 
BNH Livestock and Jace Cattle Co. This year the sale will be 
held on March 8, 2019.  

 
Their operation has always been largely family orientated and 

they enjoy the people that they have been able to meet over the 
years and the friends they have made within the Gelbvieh breed.  

Maschmeyer Cattle Co. was born from the farming and 
ranching passion which Tannar’s parents Karol and Dennis 
had.  When Fiona and Tannar moved back to the farm in Bru-
derheim in 1997, they started to take over the management 
of the herd. One of the changes that occurred was the pur-
chase of a Gelbvieh bull. They never looked back!  

 
Gelbvieh cattle gave them easy calving, gentle cows that 

provided them with high quality performance calves. Over 
the last 20 years, the herd has moved away from its Simmen-
tal/Angus background to mark the landscape with a 250 head 
commercial Gelbvieh herd. 

   
Today ranching is still a family affair. Their children Levi, 

Ethan and Aliya continue to add to the development of the 
ranch. Each of them is excelling in their education, leading in 
the church and growing their own herds. Ranching is not an 
easy business, it requires a passion to do your best with what 
you’ve got. It is the family quotient which makes this ranching 
journey enjoyable.  

GAA/BC Commercial 
Breeder of the Year 

Maschmeyer Cattle Co

GAA/BC Purebred Breeder of the Year 
Brittain Farms 
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Most cows and heifers progress normally through the three 
stages of labor (early labor, active labor with abdominal straining, 
expulsion of the placenta after delivery of the calf).  Sometimes, 
however, the calf does not start into the birth canal and the cow 
does not begin hard straining.  You may think she is still in first 
stage labor.  If you don’t check her and intervene, you’ve lost the 
calf (and perhaps the cow, if you don’t get the dead calf out of 
her).  Knowing when to check a cow is crucial--and you have to 
be watching her to know how long she’s been in early labor. 

 
Dr. Cody Creelman, Veterinary Agri-Health Services, Airdrie, 

Alberta, says the first thing he tells producers is to be familiar 
with the stages of labor so they know what should happen with 
a normal birth.  “In stage one the cow or heifer is restless, and 
we may see softening of the pelvic ligament (the tail-head drops 
and the cow’s back end is loose and jiggly).  She usually separates 
herself from the herd, seeking a good place to lie down and 
calve,” he says. 

 
She may pace the fence if she’s confined.  “Another clue that 

an old cowboy taught me is to look for the tail kink.  The tail 
usually drops straight down, but when the cow is in early labor 
the tail is out a little and kinked off to the side,” says Creelman. 

 
“Early labor usually lasts about 1 to 4 hours, but it’s still nor-

mal for it to last up to 24 hours, in some cases (such as first 
calvers).  Stockmen who are in tune with their cattle will see the 
onset of labor,” he says. 

 
“Stage two is when the calf is entering the cow’s pelvis.  She’s 

had some uterine contractions and weak abdominal cramping, 
but once the calf starts into the pelvis, this stimulates strong ab-
dominal contractions and you’ll usually see the water bag emerg-

ing from the vulva or water rushing out as it breaks.  By now she 
will be straining,” says Creelman. 

 
This stage (active labor) usually lasts between 30 minutes and 

2 hours, depending on the cow, and whether she is upset by your 
moving her into a calving pen or into the barn (which may delay 
things a bit).  “Stage 2 ends with expulsion of the calf,” he says. 

 
“The rule of thumb when monitoring the calving cow is to 

look for progression every hour.  If a heifer or cow is actively 
straining for more than 1 hour with no progress, you need to 
check her,” he says.  If it’s an older cow that usually calves quickly, 
and nothing is happening, you definitely should check her.  This 
is also true if she’s taking more time than usual in early labor—
never progressing into active labor.  This can be an indication 
that something is wrong. 

 
“On the other hand, she may be taking her full two hours but 

if you are seeing progress—the water bag, then the feet, then the 
nose—you can give her a little more time.  But if you see just the 
water bag (or perhaps the feet) and then she stalls and makes no 
more progress, it’s time to check,” he says.  Sometimes you may 
see placental tissue coming out (and no feet), which means the 
calf is detaching and can’t live much longer.  This is an emergency 
and you need to restrain the cow and check to see what’s hap-
pening, and help deliver the calf. 

 
“There are some other odd things that might happen, such as 

the calf coming breech—just a tail in the birth canal—or we see 
the calf ’s intestines, or abnormal hemorrhaging from the cow.  If 
we see something unusual we need to check her immediately,” 
says Creelman. 

 

By Heather Smith Thomas
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It’s important to be very clean.  “Scrub her perineal area, and 
your arms, then go in clean using the long plastic gloves/sleeves, 
and apply sterile lube.  Then you can reach in and take a feel to 
see what’s going on,” he says.   

 
“If you decide you need to manipulate the calf to correct a 

problem, the rule of thumb is to take no longer than 30 minutes.  
If you’ve attempted a correction for more than 30 minutes, it’s 
time to call your veterinarian or your neighbor for assistance or 
load up the cow and take her to town, while you still have a 
chance for a live calf.” 

 
If nothing enters the birth canal (if the calf is breech, or there’s 

a uterine torsion—with the uterus flipped over, creating a twist 
the calf cannot come through), the cow may not begin abdominal 
straining.  You might think she is still in early labor and keep wait-
ing for something to happen.  If this goes on very long you need 
to check.  If she goes too long, the placenta will detach from the 
uterus and the calf will die. 

 
In many cases the producer knows the cow’s history and 

knows that she’s taking an abnormally long time.  It’s better to 
check too soon (and find that everything is normal and she just 
needs more time) than to wait too long and have a dead calf. 

 
“There is no harm in checking, as long as we handle the cow 

appropriately, with good facilities to restrain her, and going in 
clean.  There is no harm to the calf by doing a vaginal exam,” 
says Creelman, yet sometimes a producer is afraid to do anything 
until it’s too late.  Gentle handling, good restraint, and cleanliness 
are the key.   

 
If the producer has never experienced a breech calf or a ute-

rine torsion, and feels inside the cow and there are no feet, more 
assistance may be needed.  “With a torsion, you can’t find the 
cervix.  You can only feel a soft, fleshy mass between the calf ’s 
head and the birth canal,” he explains.   

 

If you find an unusual situation, call for assistance, the earlier 
the better.  “My best outcomes are with clients who checked the 
cow early and call me early.  It never turns out very well if the 
producer has been trying for 4 hours and now I get the phone 
call,” he says.  Worst case scenario is when the cow was restless 
all day yesterday but the producer doesn’t call for help until 
today.   

 
“If you’ve waited too long, the cow is tired.  If you’ve tried 

for too long to correct a problem, my help is tired (you are tuck-
ered out), and there’s more vaginal swelling.  This narrows the 
birth canal, which makes everything more difficult.  The chance 
of having a live calf decreases for every hour we don’t make the 
proper intervention.” 

 
“The sac around the calf has been broken for too long, and 

the calf gets dry; there’s no lubrication left because all the fluids 
have now been expelled and the uterus starts contracting down 
around that calf.  It becomes more difficult to manipulate the calf 
to correct a problem.  I have to make a decision whether to pump 
the uterus full of lubrication and try to extract the calf vaginally, 
or go ahead with a C-section.  I don’t want to put fluid in there 
if I have to do a C-section.  Filling the uterus with lube—espe-
cially J-lube—can cause a lot of problems if I have to do surgery,” 
says Creelman.  If any of that lube leaks out into the abdomen 
during the surgery, it can be fatal to the cow. 

 
Sometimes the calf isn’t progressing through the birth canal 

because it’s too large.  In this situation, when you check the cow 
you need to determine whether the calf is too large to be pulled 
and you need to call your veterinarian in case you need a C-sec-
tion. 

 
“There are two things I go by, to determine if the calf is too 

large for vaginal delivery.  One clue is the feet crossing.  If it’s a 
normal presentation where the calf is in diving position (front 
legs extended, with head between them), if those legs are crossing 
over each other, it’s usually because the shoulders and elbows are 

There are two things I go by, to determine if the 
calf is too large for vaginal delivery.   

One clue is the feet crossing the other is  
to make sure there’s room over the top of the 

calf ’s head and the cows pelvis.
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too large coming through the pelvis.  When I see those legs 
crossed, very rarely will I be able to do a forced extraction 
through the birth canal,” he says. 

 
“My other rule of thumb, when I reach in to assess the situ-

ation, is to make sure there’s room over the top of the calf ’s head.  
If you put your hand over the head and can’t get your fingers be-
tween the calf ’s forehead and the cow’s pelvis, he’s too large to 
come through.  If I can’t get my hand into that space, I usually 
need to do a C-section.” 

 
When the producer checks a cow that’s taking too long and 

nothing is showing at the vulva, the first thing to do is see if you 
can find two feet and a head or two feet and a tail (to know if the 
calf is coming frontward or backward).  “The other thing, to 
know if these are front feet or hind feet is a flexion test.  In the 
front leg, the fetlock and the knee both flex the same direction; 
both joints bend down.  In the hind leg, the fetlock flexes one di-
rection and the hock flexes the opposite direction,” he says. 

 
Sometimes when there are twins, there may be extra legs try-

ing to come into the birth canal, or possibly a leg from each calf.  
“Even if we have two front legs, we want to make sure they be-
long to the same calf before we attach chains and start pulling.  
It’s important to know exactly what you are pulling on,” Creel-
man says.   

 
With a breech calf, you have to push it back enough to have 

space to manipulate each hind leg very carefully into the birth 
canal.  “We cup a hand over the top of the foot to make sure it 
doesn’t tear the cow’s uterus as we flex the hock and bring it 
around.  It’s crucial to position the limb at a diagonal, to come 
through the widest space in the pelvis,” he explains.  It takes a 
long arm to reach the feet of a breech calf, if it’s a long-legged 
calf and the feet are positioned toward the front of the calf. 

 
“As long as you know which legs you have, you can make the 

decision on what to do and whether you can assist the birth.  If 

you have two front legs but no head, you have to find that head 
and get it coming into the birth canal.  If you know you have two 
back legs and it’s not breech, you can pull that calf out backward, 
as long as you think there is enough space for the calf ’s hips to 
come through.  Reach into the birth canal and try to place your 
hand over the hips, and also make sure the tail is not pointing 
forward,” says Creelman.  If the tail is up over the calf ’s back, it 
makes the space just that much smaller, and may also injure the 
cow as you pull the calf out. 

 
“As long as you have a hand’s thickness width between the 

cow’s pelvis and the calf ’s hips, you should be able to pull that 
calf out.”  It will usually require the effort of two people or a calf 
puller to pull a backward calf out quickly enough (once you have 
gradually pulled him out past the hips) so he can start breathing, 
since the umbilical cord will be pinched off or pulled apart as he 
comes on out.  You don’t want his front end still inside the cow 
for very long, or he will suffocate. 

 
“Sometimes we see calves with fused joints that won’t bend 

or straighten, and are completely immobile—and you can’t get 
the legs into the birth canal.  There are other abnormalities like 
two-headed calves, or an inside-out calf (schistosoma reflexus) 
with intestines on the outside.  Sometimes those are extremely 
difficult to remove vaginally.  In many cases we have to do a fe-
totomy (bringing the calf out in pieces) or a C-section because 
the calf ’s spine is fused backward and there is limited room to 
move it around,” says Creelman. 

 
“With these abnormalities, the veterinarian will have tricks for 

manipulating or extracting them.  If the producer comes across 
something uncommon, it’s usually best to have some help.”  
When in doubt, get professional help; your veterinarian probably 
has some experience on handling these unusual situations. 
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As a veterinarian in the past thirty-five years we often get 

called out to difficult calvings or malpresentations and often we 
see meconium (first manure) stained calves. This article will dis-
cuss the cause and what potentially should we do. The jury is 
out on this one as veterinarians have many opinions on this and 
it is a difficult subject to study. Hopefully this article will allow 
you as producers to form your own opinions.  

 
Whenever we see a meconium stained calf we must assume 

that the calf has been under some stress and that the parturition 
had been delayed for some reason that may or may not be under 
our control. That is why meconium stained calves are very com-
mon in malpresentations, torsions and with large calves. Normal 
calving should have taken place sooner and with stress the me-
conium gets expelled mixes with the uterine fluids and stains 
the calf. Most farmers see the meconium and although they 
mostly recognized the birthing has been delayed I am not sure 
if they associate it with stress on the calf. If one sees too many 
then it may be a sign that you are delaying your calving assis-
tance or there are not recognizable signs of labor early enough. 
Nutritional issues such as low-grade calcium deficiencies can 
lead to lack of uterine contraction and delay parturition. Every 
time we move cattle into the barn and delay the return to full-
fledged pushing there is the possibility of a delay in parturition 
and a meconium stained calf.  A meconium stained live calf is a 
warning sign we may need to give that calf special attention.    

 
The special attention comes in the form of close observation. 

This calf could be slower so supplemental colostrum quicker 
rather than later may be in order. Calves born from delayed 
births could have varying forms of anoxia and potentially be 
slow to stand and nurse making them more susceptible to calf 

hood diseases including pneumonia, scours and navel infection. 
Remember it can be the first case that starts the outbreak so we 
should provide a bit more TLC to insure the survivability of 
these meconium stained calves. Even a good idea to mark down 
in your calving records  “calf meconium stained”.  A good ma-
jority of these will do very well with no additional care but the 
warning sign of meconium staining is trying to tell us something 
so still observe them closely.  

Seeing yellow fetal fluids even within the waterbag tells us 
that there is meconium staining so time is of the essence and I 
would have no hesitation to proceed to help with the birth of 
the calf. Again it tells us time is running out. There is no doubt 
with backwards calves or breech births the straining and pres-
sure on the back end of the calf facilitates the meconium being 
expelled earlier than normal. By examining the dam quicker if 
you see yellow fetal fluids may identify these malpresentations 
earlier and avert a stillborn calf.  Even though one works effi-
ciently and diligently on assisting the meconium colored fetal 
fluid makes myself as a veterinarian work a little bit quicker than 
normal. We as veterinarians probably experience more of these 
meconium stained calves as time has elapsed between when the 
farmer identifies a problem checks it out himself and then calls 
us and we arrive, or the calving arrives at the veterinary clinic. 

  
I don’t know if the greater degree of meconium indicates the 

degree of stress as I have seen some heavily stained calves that 
were very lively and others barely stained which were very weak 
and lethargic. The meconium staining may warn us ahead of 
time to be ready with the resuscitation procedures such as the 
straw up the nose and cold water in the ear.  A respiratory stim-
ulant such as respisure available (respisure and other respiratory 
stimulants only available by prescription from your veterinarian) 
or if you have supplemental oxygen can also be available to help 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Roy Lewis DVM.
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revive slow calves. Slow calves may even require supplemental 
colostrum.  

 
The final decision comes down to the susceptibility to either 

a meconium aspirated pneumonia or perhaps a higher propen-
sity to contract navel infection. The jury is out on this one and 
while we don’t generally have problems with meconium in-
duced aspiration pneumonia I have seen it diagnosed several 
times over the years so am always cautious and if the situation 
warrants it prescribe a course of antibiotics. This will depend 
on the advice of your veterinarian as to whether they are pre-
scribed but next time a meconium stained calf is delivered at 
calving season it is well worth asking the question in my opin-
ion.  I have followed up many of the cases over the years and in 
every case where antibiotics were prescribed the calf had no 
further treatment. In today’s world of prudent usage of antibi-
otics one must weight the likelihood of getting sick and the fact 
that then further antibiotics are required. The meconium is es-
sentially considered pretty sterile but I think the aspiration 
causes lung damage and potentially predisposes calves getting 
sick.  

 
This spring think of the meconium as an early warning sign 

of many things including a good predictor that the cow has been 
in labor too long. Additional care then may be needed for both 
the cow and calf. Your veterinarian may even prescribe NSAIDs 
in certain situations to help the calf and cow along. I truly be-
lieve all these additional efforts will lead to a healthier calf and 

subsequently a healthier herd and give you some peace of mind. 
Very little has ever been looked at in regard to this topic at calv-
ing time, yet we all have seen these calves.  Use them as an early 
warning sign.    
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The Gelbvieh breed is somewhat unique in its’ combination 
of growth and maternal strengths. For many, I am sure this is 
what attracted them to the breed in the first place and why 
Gelbvieh fits into many commercial industry production sys-
tems. The cattle offer maternal capability while adding a little 
punch of growth and yield, all without hopefully taking it too 
far to be useful. 

 
These continue to be breed characteristics and what the breed 

evolved into over time through traditional selection methods. 
During the evolution of a lot of breeds visual selection of type 
and performance were the most effective tools available and in 
the beginning of many breeds selection was made within an en-
vironment. Breeds were developed regionally, to fit a region. 
For the most part that meant that cattle were bred to fit the en-
vironment and there was very little environmental alteration 
done as part of management. Nowadays that is often not the 
case, and we alter environments regularly by providing feed, 
shelter and other luxuries to our cows. This has enabled us to 
select for more production, but in many cases it may not have 
resulted in greater profitability. 

 
Over time we have also added additional tools to help select 

cattle. The first of these, performance testing, would be akin to 
driving a car vs taking a horse and buggy to get from point A to 
point B. The next development was that of Expected Progeny 
Differences. Research has shown that EPD can be up to 9 times 
more effective than in herd ratios in terms of selection. That is 
like the difference between our performance testing family 
sedan and a Formula 1 Race Car. Now with the new generation 
of evaluation through IGS (BOLT) we have harnessed the power 
of DNA directly with the genetic evaluation and added a turbo-
charger to the Formula 1 car. 

 
So what does this mean? It means we have the most powerful 

selection tool we have seen to measure, assess and create change 
in a group of cattle. This is where the tricky bit comes. 

 
If we have a selection tool to greatly enhance the pace of 

change and we have more power than ever to alter the environ-
ment our cow herds are operating in, what is the right path to 
select for? In other words, where should we be going with this 
increased precision? 

 

I might argue that our ability to enhance environment, com-
bined with our marketing has led us to select for “ever more” 
or to have the most of any and potentially every trait. It is easier 
to sell #1 than #51. This selection is very evident when we look 
at the feedlot sector in which cattle are contained and feed is 
delivered daily. Through nutritional and management advances, 
genetic expression of these traits we have selected for has led us 
to incredible levels of production with ever declining cattle 
numbers. On the cow calf side, we have not always seen the 
same benefits as we cannot as easily alter the environment of 
the cow to allow her to express all of this potential performance 
in her calf. In fact, research has shown that pounds weaned per 
cow exposed is relatively flat over the last 25 years. Does this 
mean that we have not made progress for growth? It’s not that 
simple as our previous feedlot example shows, but it means that 
sectors in the industry with different management may be 
slightly at odds and we may not have made progress for opti-
mal. 

 
That’s where BOLT can help. I previously made the analogy 

comparing the new BOLT evaluation to a Formula 1 car on ste-
roids compared to old selection methodologies and that is true, 
however more importantly BOLT evaluates a lot more data, in-
cluding DNA directly to increase the precision with which we 
can select. Translated roughly we could say that we can 
better assess the relative merit of an animal than before, 
or in ranch talk, it is powerful enough to help prevent 
us from screwing up. It also helps us to assess traits 
that are harder to measure or take a long time to 
assess but that are key to profitability. For exam-
ple, being able to use DNA of an animal when 
they are very young to accurately assess their 
genetics for longevity is vastly superior to 
waiting for 10 or 15 years to do the same 
job. Our Formula 1 car got us to the same 
point a lot quicker. 

 
When we are driving faster, we have to 

pay more attention to where we are going, 
what the traffic is doing and what the road 
conditions are. We need to recognize that flat 
out may not be the best strategy for a long race 
in a course with a lot of corners. The BOLT eval-
uation gives us the opportunity to drive a finely 
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tuned selection machine, however we need to drive with added 
precision if we hope to win.  While there are some exceptions 
for customers who are using Gelbvieh genetics in strictly ter-
minal roles, for those who are utilizing the fullest power of the 
breed to provide both maternal and terminal strengths into their 
program, there needs to be some balancing of selection empha-
sis. Will a customer retaining Gelbvieh heifers make more profit 
from retaining those replacements in the herd longer or adding 
15 pounds of weaning weight. Maybe they can increase longev-
ity and only add 5 pounds and get a bit of the best of both 
worlds. Does the end user of Gelbvieh genetics have the re-
sources or opportunity to provide an environment that will sup-
port full throttle production? A feedlot may, but the cow/calf 
supplier of that feedlot may be more limited. 

 
If this leaves you feeling like things are muddy and grey, that 

is exactly the point. #1 may be for some customers and it may 
not be for others. Optimal varies widely, even though it is quan-
tifiably easier to market bigger, faster, and stronger. Consider 

familiarizing yourself with the BOLT EPD and recognizing that 
the numbers describe the relative genetic merit of an animal for 
each trait in the evaluation. If you get to the point where you 
can roughly recognize where an animal fits in the Gelbvieh 
choices that are out there (not just #1) then you may be better 
able to help your customer with selecting the right herdsire with 
increased precision. 

 
Every time humans quantify, our tendency is to oversimplify 

and head for the biggest number. Because of our natural human 
tendency of if some is good, more is better colliding with the 
real world where “biggest” is not always the best suited, many 
producers have disengaged or even disparage the process and 
science behind genetic evaluation, resorting back to horse and 
buggy selection methods. This is both safer and slower, since we 
can not make any measurable progress with our newfound abil-
ity to alter environment. I would encourage you to drive the 
Formula 1 car with a pit crew and a spotter and try to find an 
optimal path around the track for your customers. 



Page 32 • Spring 2019 • Gelbvieh guide



Gelbvieh guide • Spring 2019 • Page 33 



For decades, cow-calf producers have immunized young cattle 
for bovine respiratory disease (BRD) as a service to buyers of 
feeder cattle and a way to add value to their calf crop.  

 
Today, cow-calf producers have new DNA technologies, which 

also can create value on their own ranch and in the finishing 
phase.  

 
These beef genomics tools, which have helped predict future 

performance of breeding bulls, also are being used to select and 
sort replacement heifers based on genetic merit for maternal, per-
formance and carcass traits, including: 

 
• maternal and direct calving ease, birthweight, fertility and 

stayability;  
• average daily gain (ADG), weaning weight, yearling weight, 

residual feed intake, milk and docility;  
• marbling, tenderness, ribeye area and backfat thickness, hot 

carcass weight.  
 
Maternal and production traits – raising more fertile cows that 

calve easy and whose offspring gain well in unique ranch envi-
ronments – create bottom line profits on the ranch. But what 
about carcass composition, tenderness and feed efficiency traits 
expressed in the feeding phase? 

 
DNA in the calf crop can predict merit for carcass composition 

and gain. Assuming cattle can be sorted and fed in groups that 

will finish together and grade higher as a group, cattle feeders 
can optimize days on feed and quality targets.  

 
This predictive power in DNA testing can help grid-marketing 

programs assemble groups of cattle in this fashion and is helping 
the beef industry achieve its quality goals.   

 
For example, some marketing programs use a variety of data 

to qualify cattle. These can include genomic test information on 
gain and quality traits like weaning weight, ribeye area, marbling 
and hot carcass weight.  

 
Market premiums are earned by producers whose breeding 

animals meet the specifications, knowing that the calves produced 
will reflect the genetics of the cow herd. And where herds may 
not quite qualify, DNA predictions will help producers make ge-
netic decisions that will get them where they need to go much 
faster than using the performance or carcass data of past calf 
crops to navigate into the future.  

 
DNA testing can identify animals with higher carcass merit. A 

demonstration by the Red Angus Association of America fed 91 
head at a South Dakota custom feed yard. The 2015-born steers 
were genomically profiled. The top 25 head with the highest 
DNA scores for ADG and marbling were compared to the bottom 
25 head. Summarized results for the two groups are shown in the 
table below: 
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DNA Scores* (1-10)                                            Top 25 head                                                    Bottom 25 head  
                                                                    (1-10 scale average)                                           (1-10 scale average)  
ADG                                                                          8.0                                                                     5.5 
Marbling                                                                    6.1                                                                     3.7 
ADG & Marbling 50-50 Index                                  7.0                                                                     4.6 
Actual Carcass Results                                            Average                                                              Average 
Carcass Weight (pounds)                                           857                                                                    836 
Marbling Score                                                          568                                                                    512 
Ribeye Area (square inches)                                      14.3                                                                   13.7 
Backfat (inches)                                                        0.54                                                                   0.55 
High Choice                                                             68%                                                                  48% 
Low Choice                                                              28%                                                                  48% 
Select                                                                        4%                                                                    4% 
Yield Grade                                                               2.9                                                                     3.1 
Value Per Head                                                       $1,634                                                               $1,583 
$ Advantage Per Head                                               $51                                                                        

*Scale is 1-10, with 10 being more of the trait. 



“These cattle had the right combinations of genetics and management 
in addition to being fed to the correct endpoint,” explained Gary Fike, 
RAAA director of commercial marketing. “The fact that out of the 50 
head in this comparison, there was only one Yield Grade 4 in the low-
DNA group and none among the top-DNA steers, is a testament to that. 

 
“By using DNA testing and eliminating low-scoring animals for the 

traits of interest, producers can be confident they are building superior 
genetic value into their herds. That is why we recommend testing all re-
placement heifer candidates and culling low-scoring females before 
breeding.” 

 
Results like these were reported in a paper recently presented at the 

Midwest meeting of the American Society of Animal Society. Warren 
Rusche, a South Dakota State University animal scientist, compared re-
sults of beef genomic testing with actual outcomes in the feeding phases 
and post-harvest. 

 
In a two-year trial, 340 crossbred steers were utilized to examine the 

effectiveness of commercially available genomic testing for predicting 
carcass characteristics and feedlot performance. Steers in year one were 
consigned by eight producers (average entry weight 677 lbs.) and in year 
two by 16 producers (average entry weight 644 pounds) as part of a re-
tained-ownership demonstration program.   

 
The SDSU trial showed that DNA testing scores aligned closely with 

performance in the feedlot and in carcass characteristics.   
 
In 2014, an industry study done by Merial with 10,000 head of 

mixed breed cattle showed that beef genomic testing was consistently 
able to sort cattle into quartiles that reflected their days on feed, quality 
grade and gain.  

 
As these trials attest, producers can leverage DNA as a tool in their 

calf-marketing program, as well as selecting for traits that enhance cow-
calf metrics, such as pounds weaned per exposed female.  

 
Innovators in the industry, such as Top Dollar and similar programs, 

are are using beef genomic predictions to capture value for the finishing 
phase. Some opportunities revolve around niche markets but may be 
hallmarks of larger emerging trends. The marketing systems best posi-
tioned to capture this value include: 

 
• Retained ownership production settings 
• Quality-grid marketing programs 
• Market-oriented feeder supply chains  
• Seedstock programs that “buy back” feeder calves 
• Cow-calf producers who market bred heifers 
 
Reproduction, maternal and heterosis traits will be the foundation 

of cow-calf productivity, now and for seasons to come. But, new tools 
also help producers buy bulls and select heifers that improve production 
and carcass traits. DNA tests enhance decisions by looking ahead at traits 
that breeding animals will pass on to their offspring. This adds greatly 
to the quality of information producers have at their fingertips.  

 
Just as producers add value via BRD immunization and precondition-

ing, a few seconds collecting DNA at chute side will provide a wealth of 
information that enhances selection for economically important char-
acteristics while improving marketability of future calf crops.   

 
A friend of ours in the seedstock industry has been known to say, 

“The reality is you don’t have to change. But, you will have to compete 
with those who do.” 
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Wilfred “Wilf” Stanley Zohner - May 22, 1936-Jan. 6, 2019 
     Wilfred “Wilf ” Stanley Zohner passed away peacefully on 
January 6, 2019 at the Red Deer Regional Hospital.  Wilf is 
survived by the love of his life of 59.5 years, Dorothy Zohner; 
his two daughters Wende Neufeld (Shane) and Wanda Mars-
man (Eddie); his grandchildren Megan, Michelle, and Mat-
thew King; his great grandchild Rayleigh King also known 
affectionately by Wilf as “Twinkle Toes”; his beloved dogs 
Genni and Cleo; as well as numerous relatives and friends. 
     Wilf was born and raised in the Wetaskiwin, Alberta area 
and in 1959 he married Dorothy.  They made their home in 
Red Deer, Alberta and started a family there.  In 1974 Wilf 
Zohner Electric LTD was established until 2000.  Wilf and 
Dorothy also owned several revenue properties from 1978-
2005.  In 2003, Wilf began a new business venture and 
started Hillsdown Ranch east of Red Deer in the Pine Lake 
area with his daughter Wanda. In 2004 Wilf purchased a 

Gelbvieh bull from Rolling 
Ridge Gelbvieh and his 
first GV cow/calf pair from 
Keriness Cattle Company. 
In the fall some elite fe-
males from Twin Star Cat-
tle company were added to 
the herd and Hillsdown 
Gelbvieh was established. 
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                                                                       Average 
3       Bulls                       $35,500                  $ 11,833 
2       Donor Females       $2,600                    $1,300 
1       Bred Heifers           $16,500                  $16,500 
15     Open Heifers          $63,500                  $4,233 
1       Embryos                 $2,700                    $2,700 
1       Semen                    $5,500                    $5,500 
2       Flush                      $14,250                  $7,125 
25     Sales Totals            $140,550                $5,622 
 
Auctioneer: Ryan Dorran. 
Bohrson Marketing Services 
 
HIGH SELLING LOTS  
Bulls 
Lot # 1    SLC STRUT 146E                         $22,000 
Consignor Severton Land & Cattle 
Buyer Overby Stock Farm 
 
Donor Females 
Lot # 16   SLC LISA 149Y                             $ 15,000 
Consignor Severton Land & Cattle 
Buyer Prairie Hill Gelbvieh & Royal Western Gelbvieh 
 
Bred Heifer 
Lot # 8     DDN 799 E                                   $16,500 
Consignor Nelson Gelbvieh 
Buyer Smithers Land & Livestock 
 
Open Heifer 
Lot #11    RJH FOXY LADY 6F                    $ 9,000 
Consignor Royal Western Gelbvieh 
Buyer Severtson Land & Cattle 

 
Lot #12    RJH FANCY LASS 7F                   $ 6,500 
Consignor Royal Western Gelbvieh 
Buyer Pin To Point Gelbvieh 
 
Lot # 5     SLC LISA 17F                               $ 5,000 
Consignor Severtson Land & Cattle 
Buyer Smithers Land & Livestock 
 
Lot # 18   RWG JULIE 8434                         $ 5,000 
Consignor Royal Western Gelbvieh 
Buyer Duane & Linda Nelson 
 
Lot # 13   FRL FIR RIVER CANDY 3            $ 4,750 
Consignor Fir River Livestock 
Buyer RPS Gelbvieh 
 
Embryo 
Lot # 22   RWG ZOE Z604 X SLC VI           $900/embryo 
Consignor Severtson Land & Cattle 
Buyer Dennis Gustin 
 
Semen 
Lot # 25   RWG EXACT COMBINATION     $275/dose 
Consignor Royal Western Gelbvieh 
Buyer Lorne Unger 
 
Flush 
Lot # 24   RWG KITTYS DREAM 6526        $10,000 
Consignor Royal Western Gelbvieh 
Buyer Jonathan Campbell Farms 

THE GATHERING SALE 
DECEMBER 2, 2018, OLDS, AB 

Auctioneer: Michael Fleury 
 
     The PGA weekend was a great event with the presale social 
on Friday evening with lots of stories and social activities. Sat-
urday started with the Man-Sask Annual General meeting fol-
lowed by everyone going to view the cattle at the Moose Jaw 
Exhibition before returning to Grant Hall for the sale that 
evening. 
 
     The high Selling heifer calf consigned by Twisted T 
Gelbvieh, Twisted T Forever Beautiful 23F, sold for $175,000 
to Seiler Cattle LLC of Wichita, KS.  23F is a daughter of Fir 
River Dragon and her dam is SLC Reba 112Y. Fladeland Live-
stock brought another high seller to town, Fladeland Formula 
20F, sired by RWG Right Combination 5506 and her dam is 
Fladeland Agenda 13A. Lawes Gelbvieh of Dinsmore, SK was 
the final bidder and purchased her for $5,750. 
 

     The high selling bred heifer consigned by Twin View Live-
stock, Parkbeg, SK, was Twin View Emma 108E, sired by Twin 
View Blk Powder 37Z ET and out of ZTM McCoy 191Z. 
Emma 108E who now calls Jonus Cattle, Airdrie, AB home 
sold for $6,100. Another highlight of the bred heifers was 
consigned by Thackeray Land & Cattle. TIP Miss Erica 14E 
sold for $5,300. This daughter of ZTM McCoy 197T83 
Guarantee 3C and TIP Miss Explosive 85C now calls Fir River 
Livestock of Hudson Bay, SK home.. 
 
     High selling commercial bred heifers were consigned by 
Selin Gelbvieh and each sold for $2,000. These commercials 
sold to Garry Barret from Big Beaver, SK. 
 
     Thanks to all the bidders, buyers and all those that attended 
the weekend at the historic Grant Hall. See you next year in 
Moose Jaw.

PRAIRIE GELBVIEH ALLIANCE SALE 
DECEMBER 8, 2018, MOOSE JAW, SK 

SALE RESULTS



Gelbvieh guide • Spring 2019 • Page 39 

 Average 
1 Choice of Bull Calves $5,000 
1 Pick of Herd Flush $2,000 
1 Flush lot $5,500 
8 Embryos $775 
9 Bred Heifers $5,189 
25 Heifer Calves $2,958 
1 Donation Heifer Calf $10,400 
 
     A solid crowd attended this year’s sale, with over 120 
people viewing and bidding online, made this year’s sale 
another success. The Donation Heifer led the sale off, and due 
to the huge number of supporters the total money raised was 
over $10,000. A huge thanks to Rocky Top Gelbvieh for do-
nating such an awesome heifer calf. She was won by Milnes 
Gelbvieh who had just a few years earlier donated a heifer calf 
of their own to this very event. 
 
     The high selling bred heifer was consigned by Severtson 
Land & Cattle.  SLC Spark 211E, a dark red purebred heifer 
carrying the services to Goodview Dan 102D was selected for 

$10,500 and will now call Sunberry Valley Ranch home.  The 
second-high selling bred heifer was purchased by Last Moun-
tain Livestock for $5,500.  AWB Twin View Julie 138E drew 
a lot of attention throughout the weekend, as Twin View Live-
stock always consign some top end females. 
 
     The quality of heifer calves consigned this year was not to 
be overshadowed by the breds.  The high selling heifer calf 
was consigned by the great Gelbvieh supporters Don and 
Lorna Okell from Jen-ty Gelbvieh.  DL Jen-ty Fairy Tail 207F 
is a deep bodied brood cow in the making. She was added to 
the great cattle herd of Severtson Land & Cattle for $6,000. 
Another highlight of the sale was consigned by Jace Cattle 
Company. JM Farmers Daughter 21F was recently crowned 
the 2018 Reserve Heifer Calf Champion at Farmfair Inter-
national and she was on most peoples “Wish List.” Twin View 
Livestock was the winning bidder for $5,250.   
 
     Thank you to all the sponsors, consignors, bidders and ev-
eryone who makes this sale a huge success, we look forward 
to seeing you all at the 2019 Gelbvieh Wish List Sale.

WISH LIST SALE 
DECEMBER 1, 2018, RED DEER, AB 

Auctioneer:  Michael Fleury, Aberdeen, SK 
 
     The 2018 National Gelbvieh sale was hosted by the 
Man/Sask Gelbvieh Association at Canadian Western Agri-
bition; it was an exciting sale and here is how things went. 
The Donation Heifer was donated by Davidson Gelbvieh – 
Vern and Eileen Davidson. DVE Davidson Ms Gift 91F was 
Junior Division Heifer Calf Champion. She had lots of friends 
that day raising $ 9,440 for the Man/Sask Association. Thanks 
to Vern and Eileen. The lucky winner of the draw was Overby 
Stock Farms.   
 
     High selling heifer calf was TTG Twisted T Fanny, a bal-
ancer heifer consigned by Twisted T Gelbvieh of Parry, SK. 
This black Twisted T Chief daughter sold for $15,500 to Seiler 
Cattle LLC, Wichita, KS.   
 
     Twin View Livestock consigned AWB Twin View Natalie 
19F ET, a purebred heifer sired by the CWA Grand Champion 
purebred bull AWB Birch’s The Boxer 21D, sold to Goodview 
Gelbvieh, Blair Bentz, for $7,750. 
 
     Hurlburt Livestock of Saskatoon consigned a red Balancer 
heifer calf, HL Miss Erroline 20F, who was the Grand Cham-
pion Balancer Female. An own daughter of SLC Road Trip 
103B, she sold to Sunberry Valley Ranch and Severtson Land 
and Cattle, Red Deer County, AB for $6,000.  

     The high selling bred heifer was also the Sweetheart 
Winner – consigned by Goodview Gelbvieh, Punnichy, SK. 
BLB Goodview Pld Granite is a daughter of the 2012 National 
Champion bull, SLC Outback 142X and her dam is OSF Gra-
nite 3A. This bred heifer sold to Merritt Burks for $5,250. 
 
     A semen package for SLC Velocity 14C was consigned by 
Severtson Land & Cattle and Jace Cattle Co., sold to Unger 
Land & Livestock, Thackeray Gelbvieh, Fir River Livestock 
and Hurlburt Livestock. 
 
     Five embryos from JSJ Baha 35B and SLC Viper 7E con-
signed by JSJ Livestock and Twin View Livestock, sold to Pear-
son Farms for $4,250. 
 
     Pick of the 2018 heifer Calves: 
Lot 13 consigned by the Purebred Man/Sask Breeder of the 
Year – Maple Grove Gelbvieh, Narcisse, MB. First pick sold 
to JSJ Livestock, Hartney, MB for $3,250 and second pick 
sold to Hurlburt Livestock, Saskatoon, SK for $2,600. 
     Lot 12 consigned by Wade & Ruthie Davidson, Angus & 
Marlene Davidson, this cool opportunity sold to Thackeray 
Land & Cattle for $3,000. 
 
     Thank you to all the bidders, buyers and consigners for 
making the National sale a success.  See you next year. 

2018 CANADIAN GELBVIEH NATIONAL SALE 
NOVEMBER 22, 2018, REGINA, SK 

SALE RESULTS



Champion Heifer Calf 
DVE Davidson Ms Gift 108F, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
  
Reserve Champion Heifer Calf 
JM Farmers Daughter 21F, Jace Cattle Company, Botha, AB 
  
Junior Champion Female 
DVE Davidson Ms Cobalt 30E, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
  
Reserve Junior Champion Female 
SLC Spark 211E, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Two-Year-Old Female Champion 
DVE Ms Davidson Ms 33D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
  
Reserve Two-Year-Old Female Champion 
HDG Avery 13D, Hillsdown Gelbvieh, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Champion Mature Cow/Calf 
SLC Lisa 149Y, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Reserve Champion Mature Cow/Calf 
HDG Candy Girl 13C, Hillsdown Gelbvieh, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Senior Champion Female 
DVE Davidson Ms 33D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
  
Reserve Senior Champion Female 
SLC Lisa 149Y, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Grand Champion Female 
DVE Ms Davidson Ms 33D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
  
Reserve Champion Female 
SLC Lisa 149Y, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Champion Bull Calf 
SLC Longmire 188F, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Reserve Champion Bull Calf 
HDG Hillsdown Finnegan 4F, Hillsdown Gelbvieh, Red Deer 
County, AB 
  
Junior Champion Bull 
PHG Enigma E32, BNH Livestock, Red Deer County, AB, & Prairie 
Hills Gelbvieh, Gladstone, ND   
Reserve Junior Champion Bull 
SLC Strut 146E, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB   
Senior Champion Bull 
DVE Davidson Cornerstone 136D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK   
Grand Champion Bull 
PHG Enigma E32, BNH Livestock, Red Deer County, AB, & Prairie 
Hills Gelbvieh, Gladstone, ND   
Reserve Champion Bull 
DVE Davidson Cornerstone 136D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Grand Champion Balancer/Percentage Female 
JM Fiddy Cent 2F, Jace Cattle Company, Botha, AB 

 Reserve Champion Balancer/Percentage Female 
SLC Xanadu 35E, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer County, AB 
  
Grand Champion Balancer/Percentage Bull 
JM Fortunate Son 29F, Jace Cattle Company, Botha, AB 
  
Reserve Champion Balancer/Percentage Bull 
SLC Knight Horse 56F, Severtson Land & Cattle, Red Deer 
County, AB 
  
Breeder’s Herd – Severtson Land & Cattle 
  
Premier Breeder/Exhibitor – Davidson Gelbvieh

SHOW RESULTS

FARMFAIR INTERNATIONAL GELBVIEH SHOW - EDMONTON, AB 
NOVEMBER 8, 2018 
JUDGE: CHAD LORENZ 

Champion Bull 
PHG Enigma E32 
BNH Livestock, 
Red Deer County, 
AB

Reserve Bull 
DVE Davidson 
Cornerstone 136D 
Davidson 
Gelbvieh, Ponteix, 
SK

Reserve Female 
SLC Lisa 149Y 
Severtson Land  
& Cattle,  
Red Deer County, 
AB

Champion Female 
DVE Davidson  
Ms 33D 
Davidson Gelbvieh, 
Ponteix, SK
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Jr. Bull Calf Champion 
DVE Davidson Hisgift 166F, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Reserve Jr. Bull Calf Champion 
DRT Lonesome Smoke Break 70F, Lonesome Dove Ranch, Ponteix, SK  
Sr. Bull Calf Champion 
AWB Twin View Mayweather 39F ET, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Reserve Sr. Bull Calf Champion 
AWB Twin View Brass Knuckles 49F, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Junior Champion Bull 
RWG Exact Combination 7409, Prairie Hills Gelbvieh, Gladstone, 
ND and Royal Western Gelbvieh, Red Deer County, AB  
Reserve Junior Champion Bull 
Fladeland Element 21E, Fladeland Livestock, Gladmar, SK  
Senior Champion Bull 
AWB Birch’s The Boxer 21D, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Reserve Champion Senior Bull 
DVE Davidson Cornerstone 136D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Grand Champion Bull 
AWB Birch’s The Boxer 21D, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Reserve Champion Bull 
RWG Exact Combination 7409, Prairie Hills Gelbvieh, Gladstone, 
ND and Royal Western Gelbvieh, Red Deer County, AB  
Junior Champion Female 
DVE Davidson Ms Cobalt 30E, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Reserve Junior Champion Female 
AWB Twin View Gayle 78E ET, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Junior Cow/Calf Pair Champion 
RWG Kittys Dream 6526, Royal Western Gelbvieh, Red Deer 
County, AB 
Calf at side: RWG Kittys Fantasy 8516  
Reserve Junior Cow/Calf Pair Champion 
DVE Davidson Ms 33D, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK 
Calf at side: DVE Davidson Rancher 6F  
Senior Cow/Calf Pair Champion 
AWB Birch’s Disco 47X, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
Calf at side: AWB Twin View Brass Knuckles 49F  
Reserve Senior Cow/Calf Pair Champion 
FLAD Christina 19C, Goodview Gelbvieh & Kelsey Bentz, Punnichy, SK 
Calf at side: Goodview Pld Christina 37F  
Junior Heifer Calf Champion 
DVE Davidson Ms Gift 91F, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Reserve Junior Heifer Calf Champion 
DVE Davidson Ms Gift 141F, Davidson Gelbvieh, Ponteix, SK  
Senior Heifer Calf Champion 
AWB Twin Bridge Natalie 19F ET, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK  
Reserve Senior Heifer Calf Champion 
AWB Twin View Sugar 26F, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 

Grand Champion Female 
RWG Kittys Dream 6526, Royal Western Gelbvieh, Red Deer 
County, AB 
Calf at side: RWG Kittys Fantasy 8516  
Reserve Grand Champion 
AWB Birch’s Disco 47X, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
Calf at side: AWB Twin View Brass Knuckles 49F  
Grand Champion Balancer Bull 
RJH First Distraction 1F, Royal Western Gelbvieh and Ryan & 
Lisa Hollman, Red Deer County, AB  
Grand Champion Balancer Female 
HL Miss Errolline 20F, Hurlburt Livestock, Saskatoon, SK  
Progeny of Dam- Twin View Livestock  
Breeder’s Herd - Twin View Livestock  
Get-of-Sire - Davidson Gelbvieh  
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor - Twin View Livestock 

SHOW RESULTS

NATIONAL GELBVIEH SHOW - REGINA, SK 
NOVEMBER 21, 2018 
JUDGE: MICK & MATTHEW TREFIAK 

Champion Bull 
AWB Birch’s The 
Boxwe 21D. 
Twin View  
Livestock

Reserve Bull 
RWG Exact  
Combination 
7409. Prairie Hills 
Gelbvieh & Royal 
Western Gelbvieh

Reserve Female 
AWB Birch’s Disco 
47X. 
Twin View  
Livestock

Champion Female 
RWG Kittys Dream 
6526 Royal Western 
Gelbvieh.
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NEWS & NOTES

SHOW RESULTS

MANITOBA AG EX GELBVIEH SHOW - BRANDON, MB 
OCTOBER 25, 2018 
JUDGE: BILL BIGLIENI 

Grand Champion Heifer Calf 
Fladeland Firebird 11F, Fladeland Livestock, Gladmar, SK 
 
Reserve Champion Heifer Calf 
OSF Anita 19F, Overby Stock Farm, Ste. Rose du Lac, MB 
 
Junior Champion Female  
AWB Birch’s Gayle 78 ET, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Reserve Junior Champion Female 
SLC Morena 1E, JSJ Livestock, Hartney, MB 
 
Senior Champion Female 
AWB Birch’s Disco 47X, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Reserve Senior Champion Female 
JSJ Candied 9C, JSJ Livestock, Hartney, MB  
 
Grand Champion Female 
AWB Birch’s Disco 47X, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Reserve Champion Female 
Fladeland Firebird 11F, Fladeland Livestock, Gladmar, SK 
 

Grand Champion Bull Calf 
AWB Twin View Mayweather 39F ET, Twin View Livestock, Park-
beg, SK 
 
Reserve Champion Bull Calf 
AWB Twin View Brass Knuckles 49F, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, 
SK 
 
Junior Champion Bull 
Fladeland Element 21E, Fladeland Livestock, Gladmar, SK 
 
Senior Champion Bull 
AWB Birch’s The Boxer 21D, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Grand Champion Bull 
AWB Birch’s The Boxer 21D, Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Reserve Champion Bull 
Fladeland Element 21E, Fladeland Livestock, Gladmar, SK 
 
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor 
Twin View Livestock, Parkbeg, SK 

GELBVIEH.... hits the road!!

BE SURE TO LOOK FOR THE 
SIGNS! 

ALONG HWY #1 NEAR TILLEY, AB &  
ALONG HWY #11 NEAR DAVIDSON, SK
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NEWS & NOTES

Merritt Charles Burks was born on his mother’s birthday, July 
18, 2018. He weighed 6 lb 11 oz and measured 20.75 inches 
long. Proud parents are Trevor and Amber Burks, Twisted T 
Gelbvieh. Sisters Isely and Ivy, along with grandparents Daryl & 
Shirley Grindheim and Charlie & Lorna Burks loved to welcome 
the new addition. Very excited great grandparents are Don & 
Bea Bates and Velma Grindheim.

The winner of the 2W Livestock panels at the Gelbvieh show 
at Farmfair was Dusty Rose Cattle Co. Presenting the certifi-
cate is Gaylene Groeneveld on behalf of 2W Livestock and 
Darren Dunford.

Brooklyn Wirgau with the heifer she purchased for winning 
the Junior High Point award for 2018.

The GAA/BC Gelbvieh booth drew lots of visitors at the Medi-
cine Hat Pen Show, December 14 & 15 2018. Friday night 
was a huge event with the annual ‘Breeders Steak Sampling.’  
Gelbvieh steaks were a hit, serving over 300 people, and re-
ceiving the best reviews of all breeds. The booth was well at-
tended all weekend (they served 650 cups of coffee and hot 
chocolate) and the Gelbvieh Association received lots of com-
pliments on it and thank you’s for the refreshments.

Davidson Gelbvieh and their crew were happy and excited 
to be awared both the Premier Breeder and Premier Echib-
itior at the 2018 Farmfair International in Edmonton, Al-
berta.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
British Columbia

 

       Darrell & Leila Hickman 
       RR 1,  

Sundre, AB  T0M 1X0 
       Ph: 780-581-4510 

darrell.ddhickman@gmail.com

Brittain Farms

Cattle

Phone: 780-352-0676 
Cell: 780-387-6446 
britt4@xplornet.com 

RR #1, Falun, AB T0C 1H0

Gelbvieh 

Cattle

AlbertaInsurance

Services

United States Breeders

 

Magazines

Auctioneers / Sales Management

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

Purebred & Percentage

Kelly & Coleen Brittain, Gary & Nicole
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Alberta

 LC RANCH 
Purebred Gelbvieh 

Ray & Anne Davisson 
Box 764, Stettler, AB T0C 2L0 

403.741.4488 • 403.323.0233 
lcranch@xplornet.com 

rdavisson@cervusequipment.com

 
RR #2 Millet, AB T0C 1Z0 

Phone: (780) 986-9705 
Cell: (780) 718-5477 
www.evgelbvieh.com 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

       RANCH RAISED GELBHIEH CATTLE 
                   QUARTER HORSES 
    HAROLD, BEV, OLIVIA & THOMAS 
              FAIRVIEW, ALBERTA

PH (780)835-2645 
     (780) 835-0365 
milneranch@live.ca

CGA SINCE  
1972 

AQHA SINCE 
 1985

www.lcranchbulls.com

Larry, 
Lynne, Kate 
& Sarah 
FECHO

www.jentygelbviehs.com 

 
Don & Lorna Okell 

Box 627  
Duchess, AB  

T0J 0Z0 
403-378-4898 
403-793-4549 

jenty@eidnet.org

NELSON GELBVIEH 
Duane & Linda Nelson 

Box 1144, Glenwood, Alberta T0K 2R0 
 (403) 626-3279  

“Raising Gelbvieh Cattle Since 1972!” 

403.894.3413 • 403.795.1143 
Box 86,  

Magrath, AB T0K 1J0

Lon Carlson & Lorraine Beaudin
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Maple Grove Gelbvieh              (204) 278-3255    Narcisse, MB 

Thackeray Gelbvieh Farms        (306) 456-2555     Weyburn, SK 

Hurlburt Livestock                    (306) 931-2551  Saskatoon, SK 

Selin's Gelbvieh                        (306) 793-4568  Stockholm, SK

Manitoba

Saskatchewan

The Wirgau’s  
Box 25, Narcisse, MB R0C 2H0 

 
 

World Class Cattle - First Class Service

Lee & Cynthia 
(204) 278-3255

Neal & Christine 
(204) 981-5996

Ontario

Knudson Farms 
Gelbvieh

“Breeding for Quality Polled Gelbvieh  
With the Commercial Man in Mind”

c/o James Knudson 
Ph: 306-322-7158

Box 386, Archerwill, SK  
S0E 0B0

KFG
KFG

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Alberta
 

GR Bar GR Cattle
PUREBRED GELBVIEH FEMALES

Box 1342 
High Prairie, Alberta 

Canada , T0G 1E0 

RON & GAIL ANDERSON 
Phone (780) 523-2116 
Fax: (780) 523-3920 
gailanderson@hotmail.com

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

This could be your spot! 
Call the CGA today to book your 

Business Card Listing!

Chuck & Jennifer Williams 
403-854-6270 
403-854-0190 

 
flatlandranching@gmail.com 

www.flatlandranch.com
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A Complimentary Service Provided by the Canadian Gelbvieh Association

COMING EVENTS
Feb. 16 - Twisted T Gelbvieh/Thackeray Land & Cattle Bull 
Sale, Parry, SK 
 
Feb. 23 - Foursquare Annual Bull Sale, Olds, AB 
 
Feb. 23-24 – Twin View Livestock Open House, Parkbeg, SK 
 
Mar. 1 - Davidson Gelbvieh & Lonesome Dove 30th Annual 
Bull Sale, at the Ranch, Ponteix, SK 
 
Mar. 2 – Open House & Customer Appreciation Day, JSJ 
Livestock, Hartney, MB 
 
Mar. 4 - Severtson Land & Cattle Annual Bull Sale, at the 
Ranch, Red Deer County, AB 
 
Mar. 5 – Jen-ty Gelbviehs Bull Sale, Medicine Hat Feeding 
Company, Medicine Hat, AB 
 
Mar. 6-8 – JSJ 5th Annual Online Production Sale, Hartney, 
MB 
 
Mar. 8 - Gelbvieh Advantage Bull Sale, Innisfail, AB 
 
Mar. 11 - Twin Bridge Farms & Twin View Farms Bull Sale, 
with guest consignors Keriness Cattle Company, Silver Sage 
Community Corral, Brooks, AB 
 

Mar. 13 - Fladeland Livestock 4th Annual Bull Sale, Johns-
tone Auction Mart, Moose Jaw, SK 
 
Mar. 16 - Saskatoon Gelbvieh Bull Sale, Saskatoon, SK 
 
Mar. 18 – Starting Day of Towerview Ranch Private Treaty 
Online Bull & Female Sale, Medicine Hat, AB 
 
Mar. 22 - Nelson Gelbvieh Bull Sale, at the Ranch, Glen-
wood, AB 
 
Mar. 24 - Best of the Breeds Bull Sale, Consignor Goodview 
Gelbvieh, Yorkton, SK 
 
Apr. 3 – Opening Day, Milne's Better Beef Bull Sale, Fair-
view, AB 
 
Apr. 8 - Cattle Capital Bull Sale, Ste. Rose Auction Market, 
Ste. Rose Du Lac, MB 
 
May 1 - Deadline for the Summer issue of the Gelbvieh 
Guide magazine 
 
Jul. 15 - Deadline application for the Canadian Junior Asso-
ciation Scholarship 
 
Sept. 1 – Deadline for Fall issue of the Gelbvieh Guide mag-
azine

Win a Free Ad!

 
 

First Prize in Each Category  
1/4 page advertisement in Summer 2019 Gelbvieh Guide  

Categories 
1. Cow/Calf   
2. Scenic or Artistic   

 
1. Send or email unmarked colored print (3 1/2” X 5” or 4” X 6”) or digital 

file of each photograph entered. 
2. All entries must be postmarked or emailed on or before Dec. 1/2019.  
     Judging will take place before Jan. 15/2020. 
3. Prizes must be accepted as awarded. 
4. Winners will be notified and assistance given in setting up ads.   
 Contest and prizes sponsored by the Canadian Gelbvieh Association     

 Please send your photos to: Canadian Gelbvieh Association   
5160 Skyline Way NE, Calgary, AB T2E 6V1  or gelbvieh@gelbvieh.ca

3. Bull(s)   
4. Herd   
   

The Canadian Gelbvieh Association reserves the right 
 to use all photos entered in the contest

Please send only your best shots!Please send only your best shots!
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BNH Livestock 12, 45 

Bar GR 47 

Bow Valley Genetics Ltd. 45 

Brittain Farms 12, 45 

Carlson Cattle Company 46 

Davidson Gelbvieh   OBC 

Davidson, Wade 32 

Eyot Valley 46 

Fir River Livestock 47, IBC 

Fladeland Livestock 23 

Flatland Ranch 47 

Foursquare Gelbvieh 36, 45 

GAA/BC Assoc. 11 

Gelbvieh World 45 

Goodview Gelbvieh 47 

Hillsdown Ranch 7, 45 

Jace Cattle Co 12 

Jen-Ty Gelbvieh 4, 46 

Jonus Cattle 37 

JSJ Livestock 21 

Keriness Cattle Co. 24, 37, 46 

Knudson Farms 47 

Koziak Land & Cattle 46 

LC Ranch 46 

Limestone Stock Farm 46 

Lonesome Dove Ranch OBC 

Man-Sask Assoc.` 14 

Maple Grove Gelbvieh 47 

Milne’s Gelbvieh 22, 46 

Nelson Gelbvieh 29, 46 

Overby Stock Farm 20 

Prairie Gelbvieh Alliance  47 

Prairie Hills Gelbvieh 45 

RPS Gelbvieh 36, 47 

Rocky Top Gelbvieh 46 

Royal Western Gelbvieh 46 

Silver Line Cattle Company 46 

Severtson Land & Cattle IFC  

Smithers Land & Livestock 46 

Stockmans Insurance 45 

Stone Gate Farm 45, IBC 

Sweetheart Classic 19 

T Bar C Cattle Co 45 

Thackeray Land & Cattle 33 

Towerview Ranch Ltd. 32 

Twin View Livestock 3, 24, 47 

Twin Bridge Farms 24, 47 

Twisted T Gelbvieh 33, 47 

Winders Golden Gelbvieh 46 

Wish List Sale 11 

Member Advertising Rates  
Please send ads and make cheques payable to : 

The Canadian Gelbvieh Association  
Full Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$850.00 

Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00 

Quarter Page  . . . . . . . . . . . .$300.00 

Business Card  . . . . . . . . . . . .$60.00 

Classified (25 words) . . . . . . .$20.00  
 

Contact the CGA to book advertising 
space or for rates on overruns, inserts, 

catalogues & mailing lists. 
 

 

Phone: (403) 333-4911 
Fax: (403) 207-9543 

Email:  
g5cattle@telus.net (Gaylene) 

 
 
 
 

Box 19, Site 5 RR#2,  
Olds, Alberta T4H 1P3 

(403) 556-8836 
(403) 556-8077 

prime.cut@telusplanet.net (Kim) 

Publisher/Editor 
Gaylene Groeneveld

Electronic Composition 
Kim Matthews

Printed by: Houghton Boston  
Sakatoon, SK, Canada 

Mailed under permit number 40012883 
Postage paid at Calgary, AB 

Canadian Publication Agreement 
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 

Canadian Gelbvieh Association  
5160 Skyline Way NE, Calgary AB T2E 6V1

Publisher’s Statement: All statements, including product 
claims, are those of the person or organization making the 
statement or claim. The publisher does not adopt any such 
statement or claim as its own, and any such statement or 
claim does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher.

Advertising Content 
The Gelbvieh Guide assumes no responsibility for the accuracy and 
truthfulness of submitted advertising copy, and has the right to re-
fuse any ad copy or photos. Advertisers shall indemnify and hold 
harmless the Guide containing pedigrees or statements regarding 
performance must conform to records kept by the Canadian 
Gelbvieh Association. Copy deviating from official records may be 
changed as necessary without advertiser consent.  
 
Editorial Policy 
Opinions expressed are the writer’s and not necessarily those of 
Gelbvieh Guide or the Canadian Gelbvieh Association. Photo-
graphs are welcome, but no responsibility is assumed during transit 
or while in the office. 

ADVERTISERS INDEX
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ARTISTIC WINNER - DAVIDSON GELBVIEH

HERD WINNER - TWIN VIEW LIVESTOCK

2018 Photo Contest Winners 
CONGRATULATIONS

COW/CALF WINNER 
TWIN VIEW LIVESTOCK

BULL WINNER 
B&R  RANCH






